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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 
In 1975, Canada and its provincial partners signed Memoranda of Agreement for Water 
Quantity Surveys.  The purpose of the Agreement is to provide a mechanism to harmonize 
the hydrometric data collection, processing and distribution, as well as a procedure to cost-
share the activities of the program.   
 
During this reporting period, Water Survey of Canada operated 105 hydrometric stations in 
partnership with Newfoundland and Labrador. In 2022-23, four stations were mothballed: 

 02ZC002 Grandy Brook below Top Pond Brook 
 02YQ005 Salmon River near Glenwood  
 02ZM016 South River near Holywood  
 02ZK004 Little Salmonier River near North Harbour 

These stations were reactivated in 2023-24 for operation by WSC.   
 
In addition, in 2023-24 the Newfoundland and Labrador Water Resources Management 
Division took over operation of 4 stations from WSC: 

 02YO015 East Pond Brook Below East Pond 
 02YO014 Tributary to Gill’s Pond Brook 
 02ZG008 John Fitzpatrick Pond near Outlet  
 02ZG007 Outflow of Unnamed Pond South of Long Pond 

 
The full station classification and network change summary can be seen in section 4. 
 
In addition to the regular hydrometric activities, several construction projects have taken 
place during fiscal year 2023-2024 as described in section 6. 
 
Currently all stations with the exception of 1 are equipped with satellite telemetry, which 
means that 99% of the network is reporting in near real-time.  
 
The actual share of the province for operational expenditures ($1,157,036) was 4% lower 
than the amount invoiced and paid by the province ($1,205,338). Financial details are given 
in section 5 of this report.   
 
A summary of cumulative annual costs from the year 1975-76 to the year 2023-2024 is 
located in Appendix C.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This report covers the activities under the Canada/Newfoundland and Labrador 
Memorandum of Agreement for Water Quantity Surveys for the fiscal year 2023-2024. 
 
The operation of an integrated network of hydrometric stations in Newfoundland and 
Labrador is cost-shared between National Hydrological Services (NHS) - Meteorological 
Service of Canada -Environment and Climate Change Canada,  and Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Department of Environment, Conservation and Climate Change under a 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).   
 
The core of this report has been divided in 5 main sections:   
 
The Hydrologic Conditions section provides a brief description of any regionally significant 
hydrologic conditions that were encountered during 2023-2024. 
 
The Coordinators Meeting section highlights the discussions that were undertaken during 
the year. 
 
The Network Characteristics section includes a brief summary of the network including any 
changes from the previous year.   
 
The Operations section outlines financial details including partner shares and invoices 
issued, as agreed to in Schedule D Estimates (Appendix B).  
 
The report also includes a section on Construction and Projects which contains a brief 
description of the special projects. 
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2.0  HYDROLOGIC CONDITIONS 
 
Regional Highlights 
Newfoundland and Labrador followed a similar hydrologic pattern seen across the Atlantic 
Provinces. This consisted of a very dry spring followed by well above average wet 
conditions in June, which resulted in one significant high-flow event (see Figures 2.1 and 
2.2). A wet fall also contributed to a significant high-flow event on December 22, 2023, that 
affected Central Newfoundland (see Figures 2.3 and 2.4).  
 
The winter months of 2024 continued to produce relatively mild temperatures and lower than 
average snowpack, leading into a relatively uneventful spring freshet period. 
 

 
Figure 2.1  

 Flow Station 02YD002, Northeast River at Roddicton: Above average wet conditions 
early summer reflected at a gauge on the Great Northern Peninsula, illustrating the 
resulting high-flow event 

 Flow Station 02ZB001, Isle Aux Morts River Below Highway Bridge: Conditions in 
southwest Newfoundland, with high flow events in early summy, as well as mid-
winter melt in December 2023. 
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Figure 2.2  Road washout on the Northern Peninsula – Roddickton on June 10th, 2023. 
(Photo Credit: Government of Newfoundland and Labrador Staff) 
 



Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador, 2023-2024 Memorandum of Agreement for Water Quantity Surveys 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Page 8 of 19 

 
 

 
Figure 2.3 - Flow Station 02YO011 Exploits River Below Noel Paul’s Brook: High-flow event 
from December 2023. 
 

 
Figure 2.4 - Rushy Pond Brook Bridge in the Exploits River watershed, at capacity on Dec 
22, 2023. Photo Credit : Government of Newfoundland and Labrador Staff
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3.0 COORDINATORS MEETINGS 
 
The coordinators met in person and virtually four times throughout the course of the year.  
Discussions ranged from operational items, to cost estimates for future years, to new station 
planning, and review of capital plan items. 
 
Operating costs increases and availability of funding for construction continued to be a 
significant topic of discussion within the fiscal year.  Human resources changes within the 
Newfoundland NHS team were also developed and implemented. 
 
 
4.0 NETWORK CHARACTERISTICS  
 
Water Survey of Canada operated 105 hydrometric stations in Newfoundland and Labrador 
in the 2023-24 fiscal year.  
 
In 2022-23, four stations were mothballed: 

 02ZC002 Grandy Brook below Top Pond Brook 
 02YQ005 Salmon River near Glenwood  
 02ZM016 South River near Holywood  
 02ZK004 Little Salmonier River near North Harbour 

These stations were reactivated in 2023-24 for operation by WSC.   
 
Also in 2023-24, four stations were transferred to NL, with operation by NHS ceasing on 
March 31, 2023: 

 02YO015 East Pond Brook Below East Pond 
 02YO014 Tributary to Gill’s Pond Brook 
 02ZG008 John Fitzpatrick Pond near Outlet (note this site had only initiated 

operation in 2022-23 following transfer of equipment from 02ZG006 Outflow of 
Grebes Nest Pond) 

 02ZG007 Outflow of Unnamed Pond South of Long Pond 
 
Currently all NHS stations with the exception of 1 are equipped with satellite telemetry, 
which means that 99% of the network is reporting in real-time.  
 
The stations classification, including distribution between Newfoundland and Labrador, is as 
outlined in Table 3.1.  Further, Figure 3.1 illustrates the locations and designations of these 
stations. 
 
Table 3.1: Station classification within Newfoundland and Labrador 
 

CLASSIFICATION ISLAND       LABRADOR TOTAL 

FEDERAL 11 5 16 

FED-PROV 32 0 32 

PROVINCIAL 31 26 57 

TOTAL 74 31 105 

 



Canada–Newfoundland and Labrador, 2023-2024 Memorandum of Agreement for Water Quantity Surveys 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Page 10 of 19 

 
 

Note that NHS also takes water samples at several sites for water quality purposes on 
behalf of the Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Environment, Conservation and 
Climate Change. These sites are converted into station units in order to have their cost 
calculated under this agreement. 
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Figure 3.1: Location and designations of hydrometric network in Newfoundland and 
Labrador 
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5.0 OPERATIONS 

 
A true costing approach has been utilized to derive the station costs for this fiscal year in 
accordance with the agreement.  The costs were apportioned based on the station 
classification and then totaled to determine each parties share.  Employee benefit costs on 
salary, and data management costs have been included and attributed to all parties. 
 
The Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Environment, Conservation and Climate 
Change was credited with the total amount of $30,650 for their contribution to the 
Partnership.  
 
Table 5.1 summarizes the estimated and the actual costs to operate the provincial share of 
the stream gauging network in Newfoundland and Labrador  for 2023-2024.  Table 5.2 
identifies the provincially completed Special Project Work. Finally, Table 5.3 details the 
Operations and Maintenance expenditures attributable to the Province. 
 
The signed version of the Schedule D for fiscal year 2023-24 can be found in the Appendix 
B. 
 
Table 5.1: Hydrometric network operation costs and construction costs attributable to the 
Province of Newfoundland and Labrador.  

 

 Provincial Federal 

Item 

Planned 
Schedule 

D Actuals 

 
Actuals 

Salaries (Including benefits 27%) $ 793,563 $676,902 $391,290 
Operations and Maintenance $ 450,108 $402,878 $186,900 

Capital  $62,061 $48,971 $23,324 
Construction  $35,000 $58,935 $144,801 

Special Project Work (Fed share) -$30,650 -$30,650 $30,650 
TOTALS $1,310,082  $1,157,036 $776,965 

 
The $1,310,082 Schedule D amount, which was estimated at the beginning of the 2023-24 
fiscal year, was reviewed at the beginning of the fourth quarter of the fiscal year in order to 
determine the final amount to invoice the Province.  Based on that review, a reduced 
amount of $1,205,338 was invoiced.  The difference between the total actual cost 
($1,157,036) and the final payment amount ($1,205,338) has been added to the Summary 
of Cumulative Annual Costs, which can be found in Appendix C.  
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Table 5.2: Details of Special Project Work completed by the Province 
 

Item Amount 
Height Modernization $500 
Third Party Agreement 
Maintenance $8,370 
Real Property Management $6,330 
Operational Monitoring 
Equipment Purchase $15,450 
TOTALS $30,650  

 
Table 5.3: Provincial Operations and Maintenance expenditure details 
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6.0 CONSTRUCTION & SPECIAL PROJECTS 
 
The coordinators meet near the beginning of the fiscal year to review planned construction 
projects.   
 
Infrastructure projects completed in Newfoundland and Labrador in 2023-24 were focused 
on legacy issues. One major project included the decommissioning of an old hydrometric 
station and associated stilling well, with environmental clean up and replacement with a new 
galvanized look in style shelter.  There were also several environmental investigations 
completed at future legacy infrastructure (cableways/stations) decommissioning sites. 
 
Details of these projects can be found in a report titled “Hydrometric Infrastructure and 
Construction in Atlantic Canada Project Summary Report 2023 – 2024” which is attached to 
this report in Appendix D. 
 
The province also undertook GNSS surveys for CVGD2013 datum conversion at the 
following sites in 2023-24: 
 

02ZK006 RATTLING BROOK BELOW BRIDGE 
02ZK008 RATTLING BROOK BELOW PLANT DISCHARGE 
02ZK007 RATTLING BROOK BIG POND 
02YL005 RATTLER BROOK NEAR MCIVERS 

      02ZD002    GREY RIVER NEAR GREY RIVER 
      02ZC003     WHITE BEAR RIVER ABOVE BIG INDIAN BROOK 
      03OB007   ELROSS CREEK BELOW PINETTE LAKE INFLOW 
      03OB009              JOAN BROOK BELOW OUTLET OF JOAN LAKE 
      02YN005              VICTORIA LAKE AT NORTHEAST CONTROL STRUCTURE 
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Appendix B SIGNED SCHEDULE D 2023-2024  
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1. Introduction  

This report provides a summary of the infrastructure and construction projects that were initiated 
and/or completed in Atlantic Canada in 2023 – 2024. In addition, outstanding project tasks are 
outlined herein. Projects were selected based on their alignment with priorities for Treasury Board 
infrastructure renewal spending. Where possible, an approach was taken to renew stations that 
have multiple Treasury Board eligible issues. Efforts were made to group similar projects together 
to reduce overall project costs. These Treasury Board priorities include the following: 

 Decommission inactive cableways; 

 Retrofit cableways where they are still needed; 

 Assess and remediate/risk assess environmental liabilities (e.g., creosote, total petroleum 
hydrocarbons (PHC), mercury, lead); 

 Replace/repair shelters that are in unsafe/unusable condition; and 

 Decommission inactive wells with shelters in poor condition. 

1.1. Environmental Liabilities 

Federal funding for contaminated sites may be leveraged for our stations through the Federal 
Contaminated Site Action Program (FCSAP). National Contaminated Sites Classification System 
(NCSCS) scoring is required for each candidate station to be able to access this funding. This 
funding may be used beyond the planning horizon of the Treasury Board renewal funds to help 
tackle outstanding environmental contamination in the longer term. 

2. New Brunswick 

2.1.  Petitcodiac River Near Petitcodiac (01BU002)

This site consisted of an inactive well decommissioning, and an installation of a new well shelter. 
The new well shelter was postponed to FY 2024-2025, but decommissioning of the inactive well 
took place in FY 2023-2024. The well was located on private property, and permission to perform 
the decommissioning was provided by property owner Kevin Murray on August 14th, 2023. A 
Watercourse and Wetland Alteration Permit was also obtained on August 16th, 2023, for the 
purposes of decommissioning the well. 

The well was decommissioned in accordance with the New Brunswick Department of 
Environment and Local Government (NBDELG) Guidelines for Decommissioning (Abandonment) 
of Water Wells. A Contractor was hired for decommissioning due to their ability to handle 
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contaminated water and materials independently. The well decommission took place on 
September 6th, 2023 (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Topsoil overlaid on the decommissioned well at 01BU002 Petitcodiac River near 
Petitcodiac (photograph taken on September 9th, 2023). 

2.2. Parlee Brook Below Arnolds Bridge (01AP009) 

This stilling well had been abandoned since 1992, and therefore decommissioning was a priority. 
The site was located on private property owned by Randy Donald Arsenault. As a result, the well 
was decommissioned in accordance with the New Brunswick Department of Environment and 
Local Government (NBDELG) Guidelines for Decommissioning (Abandonment) of Water Wells. 
The site was contaminated with lead paint with concentrations of 9,250 mg/kg, and a leachable 
lead concentration of 0.68 mg/L. These levels required the lead containing paint be disposed of 
at a sanitary landfill disposal site approved by the NBDELG. 

Decommissioning had a deadline of September 30th, 2023, due to strict timeframes on permits 
administered by the NBDELG. The decommissioning was performed by a local Contractor 
bundled with the Petitcodiac well for cost saving efficiencies. The well was decommissioned on 
September 25th, 2023. Photographs of the decommissioning are included in Figures 2 – 5.  



5 | P a g e

Figure 2. Restoration of the site at 01AP009 Parlee Brook below Arnolds Bridge (photograph 
taken on September 26th, 2023) 
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Figure 3. The unused shelter located at 01AP009 Parlee Brook Below Arnolds Bridge 
(photograph taken on September 25th, 2023). 

Figure 4. The deconstruction of the shelter located at 01AP009 Parlee Brook Below Arnolds 
Bridge (photograph taken on September 25th, 2023). 
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Figure 5. The result of the decommissioning at 01AP009 Parlee Brook Below Arnolds Bridge 
(photograph taken on September 26th, 2023). 

2.3. Point Wolfe at Fundy National Park (01BV006) 

This site consists of an inactive corrugated steel stilling well, a small walk-in shelter and a 
cableway which have reached the end of their design lives and require decommissioning and 
replacement (Figures 6 & 7). The cableway, which had an affixed solar panel, required emergency 
decommissioning due to a fallen tree (Figure 8). The tree was removed by the Fundy National 
Park of Canada in June 2023 (Figure 9). The station’s life cycle maintenance is planned for the 
2025-26 fiscal year. Through Public Services and Procurement Canada (PSPC), environmental 
consultants were hired to complete an environmental site assessment (ESA) report in fiscal year 
2021/22 which confirmed soil samples exceeding CCME criteria for lead (Pb), mercury (Hg), and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), as well as petroleum hydrocarbons (PHCs) in the 
stilling well exceeded applicable regulatory criteria. Further investigation is required prior to 
remediation and decommissioning. A Project Description has been submitted to Parks Canada 
including the soil and water contamination impacts which is in the reviewing process.  
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Figure 6. View of wooden walk-in shelter at 01BV006 Point Wolfe at Fundy National Park 
(Photograph taken in June 2023). 
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Figure 7. Stilling well and surrounding groundcover at 01BV006 Point Wolfe at Fundy National 
Park (Photograph taken mid November 2021). 

Figure 8. View of cableway with fallen tree overtop at 01BV006 Point Wolfe at Fundy National 
Park (Photograph taken in March 2023). 
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Figure 9. View of cableway post tree removal at 01BV006 Point Wolfe at Fundy National Park 
(Photograph taken in June 2023)

3. Nova Scotia  

3.1. MacAskill’s Brook Near Birch Grove (01FJ002) 

This station had an inactive stilling well in poor condition in need of lifecycle replacement. PSPC 
was used to retain the services of an environmental consultant to conduct the ESA work. The 
ESA report was completed on March 27, 2023. The results of the report indicated that the site 
was not contaminated; however, the well water required special handling and disposal at the time 
of decommissioning. On October 21st, 2023, a Contractor decommissioned the existing shelter 
shelter, filled the inactive stilling well, restored the site, and installed a concrete pad for the new 
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station. The old shelter is shown in Figure 10. The new station was installed in December of 2023; 
it is shown in Figure 11. 

Figure 10. Old station that was decommissioned at 01FJ002 MacAskill’s Brook Near Birch 
Grove (photograph was taken on November 20th, 2023). 
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Figure 11. New shelter installed at 01FJ002 MacAskill’s Brook Near Birch Grove (photograph 
was taken on December 13th, 2023). 

3.2 New Gauging Stations 

Two new gauging stations were requested to be installed by Halifax Water, with the purpose of 
collecting water level and stream flow information. The two stations, discussed further below, are 
identified as 01EJ009 Tomahawk Lake near Hammonds Plains, 01EJ010 Tomahawk Lake Outlet 
near Hammonds Plains, and 01DG004 Bennery Lake Outlet near Enfield. The two Tomahawk 
Lake sites have the same infrastructure on site, so they are considered as one new station 
effectively. 

These stations were funded by Halifax Water and developed collaboratively with Halifax Water, 
ECCC and Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Climate Change (NSDECC). 
Consultation, reconnaissance, construction, and initial monitoring were embarked and completed 
by the end of September of 2024. Ongoing monitoring is in place and will require approximately 
12-18 months before a rating curve can be developed from the collected data. 

3.2.1 01EJ009 and 01EJ010 
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Tomahawk Lake was one of the sites of interest for installation of a new hydrometric station by 
Halifax Water. It was constructed on property owned by Halifax Water and required no additional 
land leases or permissions. A tilting mast for a look-in equipment box was installed on site in 
November 2023. Initially, a concrete pad was proposed for the site, but a temporary wooden 
cribbing foundation was constructed instead, seen below in Figure 12, with gravel underset for 
drainage purposes.  

Figure 12. New station installed at Tomahawk Lake outlet (photograph was taken on  
November 1st, 2023). 

3.2.2 01DG004 Bennery Lake Outlet near Enfield 

The Bennery Lake location was one of the sites requested by Halifax Water. Site reconnaissance 
was conducted on February 2nd and August 22nd of 2023. It was constructed on Crown Lands with 
permission granted via Letter of Authority issued by the Nova Scotia Department of Natural 
Resources and Renewables on September 5th, 2023. A look-in shelter mounted on a galvanized 
pipe anchored into bedrock was installed in October 2023, shown below in Figure 13. 
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Figure 13. The new look-in style shelter installed at Bennery Lake (photograph taken on 
October 5th, 2023). 

3.3 Mersey River Below Mill Falls (01ED007) 

The cableway at this site had minor renovations including reapplication of galvanizing spray, and 
application of Rustoleum metal paint on the A-frames. 

4 Prince Edward Island
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4.1 Carruthers Brook Near St. Anthony (01CA003) 

Environmental site assessment and remediation were conducted at this site to prepare for the 
decommissioning of an inactive stilling well, and the construction of a new gauge on site. The 
decommissioning of the stilling well was completed on January 23rd and 24th, 2024 and a new 
look-in style gauge was installed on a galvanized steel pipe inset in a sonotube in July of 2023, 
as seen in Figure 14 below. 

Figure 14. New look-in shelter installed at 01CA003 Carruthers Brook Near Saint Anthony 
(photograph taken on July 12th, 2023). 

5 Newfoundland & Labrador 

5.1  Indian Bay Brook Near Northeast Arm (02YR003)

This station had an inactive stilling well and wooden walk-in, that required decommissioning and 
remediation (Figure 15). The site also had remnants of a former cableway structure including 
concrete mass anchors and a creosote-treated timber base that required assessment for PAHs 
(Figures 16 & 17). PSPC was used to commission an environmental consultant to conduct a 
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Phase II ESA and NCSCS scoring to assess the site which was received on March 30, 2023. The 
site was scored as NCSCS class 2 and was found to be eligible for FCSAP remediation funding. 
The report indicated that the soil around the shelter and cableway were contaminated with PAHs 
and PHCs were found to be present inside the stilling well which required re-sampling. The 
Consultant completed re-sampling of the stilling well and three monitoring wells in August 2023 
which found that the groundwater in the wells was below the discharge guidelines and therefore 
did not require off-site disposal.  

A Contractor was commissioned by PSPC under the supervision of an environmental consultant 
to complete the decommissioning, installation, and remediation of the station. The 
decommissioning work was completed between February 21st and 22nd, 2024 and consisted of 
the removal of the wooden shelter, cutting down and back filling the metal stilling well, and the 
removal of the creosote-treated timber debris which were disposed of at the Central 
Newfoundland Waste Management Facility. Remediation of the site was completed on February 
22nd, 2024, by the Contractor under the supervision of the environmental consultant. The PAH 
impacted soil was excavated from the north side of the site and backfilled with clean imported 
silty sand material (Figures 18 & 19). The new aluminum doghouse look-in style shelter was 
installed on February 21st and 22nd, 2024, by the Contractor which included a new corrugated 
metal standpipe at the base of the former stilling well and a new doghouse style look-in shelter 
with metal stairs/platform (Figure 20). Following the installation, post-remedial groundwater 
samples of the monitoring wells were collected on March 5th, 2024, by the environmental 
consultant and reported PAH and PHC concentrations below the applicable guidelines. The 
monitoring wells were decommissioned on March 21st, 2024. Final reinstatement of the site 
included placement of gravel along the trailway, and topsoil and seed mix over the 
decommissioning/remediation areas (Figure 21). The FCSAP site closure report was received on 
March 31st, 2024. The report finding state that with the remedial excavation and backfilling, no 
additional assessment or remediation is warranted for the station. 
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Figure 15. View of former wooden walk-in shelter and stilling well at 02YR003 (Photograph 
taken September 16, 2022). 
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Figure 16. Concrete mass anchor from former cableway at 02YR003 (Photograph taken 
September 16, 2022). 

Figure 17. View of creosote timber of the former cableway at 02YR003 (Photograph taken 
September 16, 2022). 
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Figure 18. View of the cutdown stilling well during decommissioning at 02YR003 (Photograph 
taken on February 21, 2024) 

Figure 19. View following the removal of the PAH impacted soil on the northside of the site at 
02YR003 (Photograph taken on February 22, 2024)
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Figure 20. New corrugated metal standpipe and dog-house style look-in shelter with metal 
stairs/platform at 02YR003. 

Figure 21. New gravel trailway to the station at 02YR003

5.2 Great Rattling Brook Above Tote River Confluence (02YO008) 
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This site consists of a cableway that contained a wooden walk-in shelter with four creosote-treated 
timbers and A-Frame cableway structures (Figures 22 & 23). PAH staining was identified in the 
soil along the base of the cableway structure (Figure 24) and paint chipping potentially containing 
lead and mercury was found on the wooden structure. The station required an ESA for the 
potential site contamination of the soil, creosote-treated timbers, and paint, therefore, PSPC was 
used to commission an environmental consultant to complete an ESA of the site. Soil samples 
were collected on October 11th, 2023, adjacent to the cableway structure and near the shelter for 
PAHs analysis which were found to be in exceedance of applicable regulatory criteria which  
required further assessment. Soil samples found no issues with mercury contamination, however 
samples exceedances for lead contamination were identified. The paint samples from the shelter 
contained concentrations of lead and mercury below the applicable guidelines as well as the 
treated wood timbers from the cableway and shelter supports. The site was classified as a Class 
2 Site based on the NCSCS Site Classification. Further sampling was identified as required prior 
to decommissioning and remediation of the site planned in FY 2024-25. 

Figure 22. View of cableway structure on the east side with the platform and cable car and 
creosote-treated A-Frame (October 2023). 
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Figure 23. View of A-Frame structure on the west bank side (Photograph taken on October 24, 
2023). 

Figure 24. View showing the PAH staining along the base of the cableway structure 
(Photograph taken on October 11, 2023). 

5.3 Lewasseechjeech Brook at Little Grand Lake (02YK002) 

The field work at the Lewasseechjeech Brook site was conducted on Sept 6, 2023.  The existing 
cable(which had been dropped during a previous site visit) was coiled and left on the riverbank 
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and the wooden cableway structure cut into manageable pieces, stockpiled and wrapped in a 
tarp.  All material was brought to the left bank where it remains for future disposal.  One 
representative sample of the creosote-treated wood was submitted for TCLP leachate analysis.   

At the Lewasseechjeech Brook location, one bulk wood sample was submitted to AGAT 
Laboratories for TCLP analysis for inorganic preservatives (arsenic and chromium), creosote 
formulations (m Cresol, o Cresol, p Cresol, Total Cresol, and Benzo(a)Pyrene), and 
chlorophenolic formulation (Pentachlorophenol). The preservative concentrations in the creosote-
treated timbers associated with the former cableway were near non-detect, and therefore, below 
the applicable guidelines for the disposal of treated wood waste. Based on these results, the 
creosote-treated wood associated with the former cableway can be disposed of at any municipal 
or industrial landfill in the Province of NL. 

5.4 Main River at Paradise Pool (02YG001) 

The field work at the Main River site was conducted on Sept 29, 2023.  The existing cable was 
dropped and coiled and placed on the right riverbank (same side as gauge house).  The wooden 
cableway structure on the right riverbank was cut into manageable pieces, stockpiled and 
wrapped in a tarp, ready for future disposal.  The cableway structure on the left bank was left 
intact, but on the ground, awaiting future disposal.  Due to site conditions, it was not possible to 
bring all the material to the right riverbank.  The cableway structure on the left bank was left intact 
as it was determined that it would be easier to sling out by helicopter in one piece, rather than as 
a pile of debris.  One representative sample of the creosote-treated wood was submitted for TCLP 
leachate analysis. 

At the Main River location, one bulk wood sample was submitted to AGAT Laboratories for TCLP 
analysis for inorganic preservatives (arsenic and chromium), creosote formulations (m Cresol, o 
Cresol, p Cresol, Total Cresol, and Benzo(a)Pyrene), and chlorophenolic formulation 
(Pentachlorophenol). The preservative concentrations in the creosote-treated timbers associated 
with the former cableway were near non-detect, and therefore, below the applicable guidelines 
for the disposal of treated wood waste. Based on these results, the creosote-treated wood 
associated with the former cableway can be disposed of at any municipal or industrial landfill in 
the Province of NL.   

5 Conclusions 

In 2023–2024, key infrastructure and environmental remediation projects were delivered across 
Atlantic Canada in line with Treasury Board renewal priorities. Inactive cableways and wells were 
decommissioned, unsafe shelters replaced, and contaminated sites assessed and remediated. 
Projects were bundled where possible to reduce costs. 

New stations were installed in Nova Scotia in collaboration with Halifax Water, expanding 
monitoring capabilities. FCSAP funding supported contaminated site work, and NCSCS scoring 
enabled eligibility assessments for future remediation. 
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Outstanding tasks remain at sites requiring further investigation or permit approvals. These will 
be priorities for the upcoming fiscal year. Overall, the program advanced infrastructure renewal 
while addressing environmental risks efficiently and safely. 

6 Closure

This report has been reviewed by: 

Jennifer Hayward, P.Eng., Senior Engineer, Infrastructure and Construction 
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