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TRACT

Minister of Environment and Conservation

P.0. Box 8700

St.John’s, NL. A1B 4]6

Attention: Bas Cleary, Director of Environmental Assessment Division

February 1st, 2012

Re: Grand Falls Windsor - Riverside Park Development

Dear Mr. Cleary:

We would like to register the above referenced project with your department in behalf of
the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor. The Town has a goal of enhancing the business and
recreation environment in the riverfront of the Exploits River and the downtown area.
Tract Consulting completed a detailed study and plan aimed at articulating a vision for the
Exploits riverfront and downtown area of Grand Falls-Windsor. Included in our
recommendations was the development of this Riverfront Park aimed to attract visitors,
enhance recreational use of the river and accommodate current uses.

The intent of the project is to create a park environment at the site of an existing riverside
boat launch. The area is currently used to access the river, for vehicle parking and picnic
activities. During the salmon season, there are frequent waiting periods of up to 40 minutes
to access the boat launch, and parking is at a premium. The project consists of the
enhancement of the existing boat launch and parking area, including the construction of
additional amenities such as picnic areas, lookouts and a riverside boardwalk.

An environmental assessment registration is attached for your review. If you have any
further questions, please feel free to contact me.

Best Regards,

Tom Wright, Environmental Designer
Tract Consulting

100 LeMarchant Road - St. John's, NL - A1C2H2 - PpHONE: (709) 738-2500 - FAX:(709) 738-2499 - info@tractconsulting.com
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of Undertaking: Riverside Park

Proponent: Michael Pinsent
Town Manager
Town of Grand Falls - Windsor
5 High Street
Grand Falls Windsor, NL A2A 2J8

Principal Contact Person for Purposes of Environmental Assessment:
Tom Wright
Environmental Designer
Tract Consulting
100 LeMarchant Road
St.John’s, NL A1C 5K4

Tel (709) 738-2500
Fax (709) 738-2499

Email: twright@tractconsulting.com

The Undertaking:

The intent of the project is to create a park environment at the site of an existing riverside boat launch.
The area is currently used to access the river, for vehicle parking and picnic activities. During the
salmon season, there are frequently waiting periods of up to 40 minutes to access the boat launch,
and parking is at a premium. The project consists of the enhancement of the existing boat launch and
parking area, including the construction of additional amenities such as picnic areas, lookouts and a

riverside boardwalk.



The Rationale:

The Town of Grand Falls Windsor has a goal of enhancing the business and recreation environment in
the riverfront of the Exploits River and the downtown area. In 2009 a request for proposals for a

development plan was submitted to aid the Town in achieving this goal.

Tract Consulting completed a detailed study and plan aimed at articulating a vision for the Exploits
riverfront and downtown area of Grand Falls-Windsor. Included in their recommendations was the
development of this Riverfront Park aimed to attract visitors, enhance recreational use of the river and

accommodate current uses.

DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING

Geographical Location:

The proposed site is located within the community of Grand Falls -Windsor, just south of Scott
Avenue. Itis bordered by the northwest banks of the Exploits River and is adjacent to Sanger
Memorial RV Park. The site is located within the 1:50,000 NTS Map sheet 2D13 and has approximate
coordinates of N 5420843.98 and E 331408.92.

Please see the included maps for a further description of the site location relative to the Town of

Grand Falls — Windsor.
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Physical Features:

The area to be affected by the undertaking follows about 300m of the riparian area of the Exploits
River. Currently a public access road, parking area and slipway are present and frequently used to

access the river. Trails along the riparian area are also present but will require upgrading.

Major structural elements to this project include the construction of a riverside boardwalk, new
slipways and docks to access the water, lookout areas and public washrooms. Improved site
landscaping, park and picnic space development, access road and parking improvements are also
proposed for this area. The detailed design for the park is currently being finalized and we have
included some conceptual plans for this park with this proposal. The following summarizes some of

the key riverside elements:

1. Vehicle/trailer parking and turn-around. Located on an existing filled area at the shoreline, the
existing gravel turnaround will be expanded with asphalt surfacing and two planted islands. This
area will serve to access the boat launch and accommodate parking for vehicles with boat trailers.

The grade will be raised by approximately 0.5m to minimize the impact of flooding.

2. Expanded boat launch. The existing 3.5 x 11m concrete slipway ramp will be removed and
replaced with a two lane ramp 7.2m in width and somewhat longer to access deeper water. This
area of work will be sandbagged to facilitate concrete formwork and installation. The duration of

construction of this component will be minimized.

3. Expanded parking area 13 x 38m. An area behind the turnaround and approximately 45 meters
from the shoreline will be cleared of vegetation and graded to provide an asphalt surfaced parking
lot for visitors. Excavated material will be removed off site. Granular construction materials will be

stockpiled off site or at least 150 meters from the river.

4. Boardwalk. A boardwalk will extend approximately 180m along the shoreline as indicated on the
concept drawing, and range in width from 2 to 3.6m. For most of the length, it will be located
inland 2.5-3.5m from the average water line. Where feasible, the existing submergent vegetation

will be preserved. Shoreline areas disturbed during construction will be planted with appropriate



native species. Construction will consist of ACQ pressure treated 6"x6"timber sleepers set on a 6”

deep gravel base with 2"x6” ACQ pressure treated wood decking.

5. Crib wharf extensions. One large (10 x 18m) and three small (2.4m x 10m) wharves will extend
from the boardwalk. Depth of water in vicinity of the structures is estimated to be 60-70cm. Crib
structures will be constructed of ACQ pressure treated 6”x6"material. They will be built on land
and lifted into place and filled with rock. Preparation for the cribs may include placement of rock

within the river to provide a level and stable surface for the crib structures.

6. Gathering/events space. An area to the west of the vehicle turnaround will be cleared of
vegetation, graded and sod will be placed to create a picnic and events area. This area will feature
connections to the existing trail network and to the boardwalk. Excavated material will be
removed off site. It appears that this area was previously developed as a park space, with a

drainage swale and small culverts to control runoff.

7. Open pavilion. A 6m x 6m wood framed structure with a canopy shelter is proposed as a focal
point at the events area. Located 12-15m from the shoreline, construction will include excavation

of four holes for concrete footings.

8. Vegetation. Where possible, care will be taken to preserve existing vegetation. Elsewhere planting
will be carried out to control erosion, provide an environment for wildlife and a pleasant park
setting. Plants will be selected for their hardiness and low maintenance requirements. Watering

and chemical fertilizing will not be required.

Biological Features:

Channel width: Approximate average of 415m
Flow : Permanent flow with a dam upstream
Substrate type and density: Several bedrock outcrops are present within and adjacent to

the site. The predominant substrate type is sand with some
gravel present. An estimated density is 5% bedrock, 20%
gravel and 75% sand. Some areas of the Exploits River also has
deposits of drowned pulpwood.



Vegetation type / density:

Fish Species:

Other Organisms:

Some aquatic vegetation is present around the work area and
along the river edge. Some rushes and grasses appear to be
present but a majority of the river (in the work area) is free of
visible aquatic vegetation. Rock outcrops, the river bed and
riparian area is lush with vegetation including alder, red osier
dogwood, spirea, and grasses. Native cherry trees, white birch
and trembling aspen are also present in the riparian area
which is 100% vegetated.

Brook trout — Salvelinus fontinalis

Atlantic Salmon - Salmo salar

Landlocked Salmon - Salmo Salar m. Sebago

Sticklebacks (Gasterosteus Aculeatus) are also common in the
river and a small population of arctic char smolt has also been
discovered in the Exploits River.

Beaver - Castor canadensis caecator
Beaver lodge present adjacent to work area. An eagle’s nest is
located across the river (400m across)
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Construction:

Proposed construction will affect approximately 8,500 square meters. This includes the existing
vehicle turnaround and expanded parking area. Please see maps contained within this document.

Construction will begin in July 2012 and conclude in late October of the same year.

Although we want to ensure minimal disruption to the environment the following potential sources of

pollutants have been identified for consideration.

Pollutant Types Sample Mitigation Measures

Particulate matter, dust,
VOC's (paints, oils etc...),
Airborne carbon monoxide, carbon
dioxide, nitrogen oxides,
other toxic materials.

Selecting "green construction materials",
properly maintain and service
equipment, cover materials, proper
storage.

Establish appropriate re-fuelling sites
and fuel storage. Inspect and ensure

Construction material waste, . .. .
equipment is in good working order.

Solid and debris from excavations, . .
. . . Have appropriate dump bins and
Liquid Waste hydraulic oil, gasoline, - . .
. efficient site egress along with an
antifreeze. . .
established environmental response
plan.
Use filter fabric and sedimentation
control practices. Properly cover
. . . materials and install sedimentation
Erosion and Caused by site clearing,

basins. Establish storage sites away from
water bodies. Avoid working during
periods of heavy rain or during fish
spawning.

Sedimentation | grubbing and infilling.

No potential resource conflicts are anticipated at this site, but will be responded to if any concerns are

raised. One of the goals of the park design was to accommodate current uses.



Operation:

Current uses of the site will be accommodated with the new construction allowing salmon fishers to
access the river from the new boat launch. Aside from this seasonal operation, other leisure activities

and programs will be accommodated such as walking, picnicking, and special community events.

Timber structures will be constructed of durable heavy timber and are expected to last 15 to 20 years,
with regular maintenance by the Town of Grand Falls- Windsor. Gravel parking areas, trails and park
spaces will be regularly maintained by the Town. Typically, the Riverside Park will operate from May to

November and closed during the winter months.

Some of the pollutants identified on the previous page may also be present during park operations.
For example, motorized boats will release emissions and there is the potential for unintentional liquid
and solid waste. Regular park maintenance will minimize this as will regulations and park rules that

prevent re-fueling near the river.

As previously mentioned, one of the goals of the park design was to accommodate current and new

users. No resource or potential conflicts are anticipated.

Occupations:

Town management and staff along with appropriate contractors will complete the construction of this
project over a four month period. All site construction work will be contracted out, whereas project
supervision will be handled by the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor. An estimated 20-30 individuals will
be involved with at least some portion of the project construction. A table outlining some of the

anticipated or possible occupations required for this undertaking is provided on the following page.

Once constructed, town staff will be responsible for the operations and maintenance of the park
which will fall under the Parks and Recreation Department. Although no new permanent position will
be created as a direct result of this sole project, it will bring on additional responsibilities for the Parks

and Recreation Department which already requires expansion to handle increased responsibilities.



Occupational

Anticipated Occupations

Occupational

Anticipated Occupations

Structure Structure
Management Project Manager Excavating Contractor
Occupations Construction Manager Paving Contractor
Business, Office Manager Trades, Painting Contractor
Finance and Office Administrator Transport, Construction Electrician
Administration and Cable installer, electrical
Occupations Payroll Clerk Equipment power

Construction Engineer Operators Plumber
and Related

Natural and
Applied
Sciences and
Related
Occupations

Structural Engineer

Occupations

Steamfitter/pipefitter

Architect Ironworker
Landscape Planner Welder
Landscape Architect Carpenter
Land Surveyor Painters

Civil Engineering
Technologist

Computer Assisted Drafting
Technician

Land Survey Technician

Engineering Inspector

Occupational Health and
Safety Officer

Building Construction
Inspector

Safety Officer - Construction

Occupations in
Art, Culture,

Graphic Deisgners and

Trades,
Transport,
and
Equipment
Operators
and Related
Occupations

Crane Operator

Flatbed Driver

Dump truck Driver

Backhoe Operator

Excavator Operator

Heavy Equipment Operator

Grader Operator

Material Handler

Construction Labourer

Labourer, excavation

Recreation Illustrators
and Sport

Foreman
Trades, Electrical Contractor
Trar?sport, and Contractor, plumbing
Equipment
Operators and | Contractor, pipefitting
Related

Occupations

Contractor, ironwork

Carpentry Contractor

Occupations
Unique to
Primary
Industry

Landscaping Contractor

Landscaping Manager

Horticulture Workers
Supervisor

Chainsaw Operator

Sod Layer




Project Related Documents:

Tract Consulting has been contracted to complete a site development concept taking into
consideration site conditions, topography, needs of the proponent and other factors. To date the

following documentation has been prepared or is already in progress:

A design program for the entire Park.
A conceptual plan.

Order of magnitude cost estimates.

)
)
)

4) A detailed site survey.
) Detailed construction drawings will be prepared shortly.
) A copy of flow rates from the Hydro Dam upstream (attached to documents)
)

An application to the Department of Fisheries and Oceans

No official environmental reports or studies were completed on this site to date. The site plan
prepared by Tract Consulting was based on the current site conditions and was influenced by

topography, watercourses, drainage and other site factors.

APPROVAL OF THE UNDERTAKING

The following table outlines some of the main permits, licences, approvals, and other forms of
authorization that may be required for this undertaking, along with the authority responsible for
issuing the approval. If additional approvals are required, they will be addressed when discovered. In
some instances a contractor will be solely responsible for obtaining permits or other appropriate

approvals.



Government

Permit, Fee or Approval Required Department
pp q p Agency
A | for Building PI
pprova .or uriding Fans Engineering and Inspection Services | Provincial
Commercial
Building Accessibility Design . . . . -
Engineering and Inspection Services | Provincial
Registration (Public Building) &l ng pect! Vi vind
Develop Land- Application is
required for the inspection of the . -
. Operations Provincial
sewage disposal system and well for
a building lot in unserviced areas
Electrical Permit - Application for
Permit to Install or Repair Electrical Customer Services/Operations Provincial
Equipment or Inspection of Work
0] ti & Engi i d
Fuel Storage & Handling Registration pera |'ons f]glneerlng an Provincial
Inspection Services
Septic System Private Backfill . —
0 t P I
Authorization ( Letter of Approval ) perations rovincia
Construction (Site Drainage) Environment and Conservation, L
o s Provincial
Certificate of Approval Water Resources Division
Authorization for Works or
DFO Federal
Undertakings Affecting Fish Habitat eaera
Municipal Consent or Approval Municipal
Fish Habitat -Authorization for
Works or Undertakings Affecting Fish | Department of Fisheries and Oceans | Federal
Habitat
Water Resources. Water Course
Alterations Certificate of . . -
. Environment and Conservation Provincial
Environmental Approval to Alter a
Body of Water
Water and Sewer Works - Certificate . . -
. Environment and Conservation Provincial
of Environmental Approval
Water Resources, General
Application for Water Use Environment and Conservation Provincial

Authorization




SCHEDULE

Assuming all approvals are in place, the proponent is planning to release a tender call in April and is
prepared to begin development in July, 2012 (Latest July 31*). The project will be completed in
October 2012 (Latest October 31*) allowing for full operations in 2013. The dates selected outline a
reasonable time frame and allow the Town to provide a fully operational park for the 2013 tourist

season.

FUNDING

The approximate cost for this undertaking is $850,000. Funding for this project has already been
secured and is supported by the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor and ACOA.

Date Signature of Chief Executive Officer
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