
 

Platinum Construction Co. Ltd. 
94 Dunn’s Hill Road 
P.O. Box 16008, Station Foxtrap 
Conception Bay South, Newfoundland 
A1X 2E2 

   Phone: (709) 834 – 5116    Fax (709) 834-6216 

 

May 23, 2018 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change  

PO Box 8700 St. John’s  

NL A1B 4J6  

 

Attention: Director of Environmental Assessment 

 

Re: Environmental Assessment 75 Incinerator Road Quarry, File Ref No. 200.20.2566,  

       File No: 71111995/135146 

 

 

Please see our Environmental Assessment for the proposed rock quarry located at the junction of the Foxtrap 
Access Road, Incinerator Road and Trans-Canada Highway. If you have any questions, please contact the 
undersigned at your earliest convenience. 
 
  
Thank You, 
 

 
Jon Cutler, E.I.T. 
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1.0 Proponent 

1.1 Name of Corporate Body 
Platinum Construction Company Limited 

1.2 Address 
P.O. Box 16008 Station Foxtrap,  
94 Dunn’s Hill Road, 
Conception Bay South, NL, A1X2E2 

 

1.3 Chief Executive Officer 
Anthony Gosse – President  
P.O. Box 16008 Station Foxtrap, 
94 Dunn’s Hill Road 
Conception Bay South, NL, A1X2E2  
(709)834-5116; tony@gossegroup.com 

 
 

1.4 Principal Contact for Purposes of Environmental Assessment 
Jon Cutler – Project Engineer 
PO Box 16008 Station Foxtrap 
94 Dunn’s Hill Road 
Conception Bay South, NL, A1X 2E2  
(709)834-5116; jonathan@gossegroup.com 

 

2.0 The Undertaking 

2.1 Name of the Undertaking  
The name of the Undertaking is Platinum Construction’s Quarry 75 Incinerator Rd. 

2.2 Purpose for the Undertaking 
Platinum Construction is seeking a new rock quarry located near the Foxtrap Road – Trans 

Canada Highway (TCH) Junction near Conception Bay South, NL. The purpose of this undertaking 

is to manufacture granular construction materials such as Class A, Class B, granular pipe bedding 

and structural rockfill for use in various government and municipal construction projects 

throughout the Avalon. Platinum Construction currently operates a rock quarry in the town of 

Conception Bay South and the useful lifecycle of this location is nearing completion, warranting 

the need for a new location. 



3.0 Description of the Undertaking 

 

3.1 Geographical Location 
The proposed undertaking is located within the City of St. John’s municipal boundaries near the 

southwest extremities. Furthermore, the site is located at the junction of the TCH and Foxtrap Access 

Road and is enclosed on all sides by existing roadways as seen below in figure 1. 

 

 

Figure 1: Google Earth Image 

 

 The proposed site is enclosed to the north and east by Foxtrap Access Road, to the south by the Trans-

Canada Highway and to the west Incinerator Rd. The proposed undertaking is offset approximately 60 

meters from the highway and Foxtrap Access Rd outside the undertakings boundaries and an additional 

30 meters within the boundaries. This maintains between a 90 and 100-meter vegetation buffer from 

the TCH and Foxtrap Access roads as seen in figure 2. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Drawing 4 Vegetation Buffer 

  

The undertaking is proposed to be accessed from Incinerator Road to near the north-west corner 

boundary, the location shown in figure 2 is approximate. The below figure 3 shows the site location 

relative to the existing infrastructure and communities. 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Relative Location  



3.2 Physical Features 
The proposed undertaking will encompass an area of 25.3 hectares and will be developed and reclaimed 

in areas approximately 3-5 hectares. The land being applied for is located on a high ridge of bedrock 

with minimal soil and root mat overlying the bedrock, and bedrock is visible in many areas throughout 

the site. Within the boundaries of the proposed undertaking the land is relatively flat and slopes 

gradually towards the east. Near the western boundary line, the existing high ridge of bedrock drops off 

towards the west creating a steep hill. This hill and high ridge will remain in place and be utilized to 

eliminate the sight lines from the Trans-Canada Highway. There are no existing waterbodies, rivers or 

drainage channels within the undertakings boundaries. There is an existing wetland/ small stream 

headwater west of the proposed undertaking which will be required to be crossed to access the site. 

Appropriate sized culverts will be installed to maintain the waterflow through the access road. The 

vegetation present on site consists mostly of a heavy to medium density boreal coniferous forest 

containing mainly spruce trees. The wildlife expected to be present in the area would consist of small to 

medium sized animals that are native to the area. Physical features that will be present on the 

undertaking will include portable weigh scales and a temporary office trailer to act as a scale house. An 

access road will have to be constructed to access the site from Incinerator Rd. to the north-west corner 

of the undertaking to Incinerator Road.  

 

3.3 Construction 
Construction for this operation would include the construction on a new access road from Incinerator 

Road to the northwestern corner of the proposed undertaking. Construction would be commencing in 

mid 2018 depending on approvals and permits.  

Potential sources of pollutants that would be present during the construction period would include oil, 

fuel, or other fluid spills form heavy equipment, as well as the airborne emissions form the equipment. 

Siltation of the existing waterway during the stream crossing is also considered as a potential pollutant 

source. The construction of the access road should not create any solid waste or construction debris as it 

will only employ the use of a clean fill material to access site. 

To reduce the effects of potential sources of pollutants, standard procedures and practices shall be 

utilized. To reduce the impacts on the environment from a potential fuel/oil spill during the construction 

phase, Platinum will implement the following measures and practices; all employees operating 

equipment will complete a daily inspection prior to using the equipment. The daily inspections will check 

fluid levels, condition of the lines and any other operational features to ensure the equipment is in 

working order. While inspections are made prior to equipment being used each day, if a spill occurred, 

spill control kits will be on site at all times for immediate use.  Furthermore, Platinum Construction 

implements an hourly inspection system as a standard practice. Once the equipment reaches the 

specified number of hours the machine is serviced and thoroughly inspected for leaks, part wear and 

tear including assessment of fluid lines prior to being released for work again. 

 Airborne emissions occur during heavy equipment operation coming from the exhaust systems of 

various types of machinery. Airborne emissions are dealt within strict accordance to Heavy-duty Vehicle 

and Engine Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulations. These regulations are implemented prior to a given 

manufacturer being able to sell their product in Canada. Platinum’s standard inspections of the heavy-



duty vehicles check the operation of these features and ensure they are still in working order. These 

inspections are performed on a 750-hour basis. 

Siltation of the waterway during the installation of the culverts and access road will follow proper 

procedures and recommendations as per DFO fact sheets such as working in the dry and the use of silt 

fence to mitigate the siltation of water. The silt fence will be installed around the toe of the roadway on 

both sides for 30 meters either side of the river. This ensures that the silt from the newly placed fill will 

be trapped within the silt fence. This silt fence will remain in place for at least 2 weeks after construction 

to ensure siltation won’t occur after a significant rainfall event. To install the culverts cofferdams will be 

utilized to isolate a work area and pumping will be implemented to create a dry work zone. The coffer 

dams will be installed as per DFO fact sheets and the discharge location for the pump will ensure that all 

pumped water will have to travel through sufficient vegetation prior to being discharged back into the 

waterway. 

 The solid waste created by the workers during this period will be disposed of utilizing a dumpster for 

garbage and porta-potties for washroom facilities.  

The only known resource at the site of the proposed undertaking is the rock that will be quarried to 

manufacture construction aggregates. In this area we have vast amounts of unoccupied land for future 

quarries. Due to this reason we do not believe any resource conflicts would occur.  

 

3.4 Operation 
The proposed undertaking is to operate a quarry for the purpose of manufacturing construction 

materials. This operation will include stripping and stockpiling of any topsoil and root mat for reuse in 

the reclamation process, drilling and blasting of the bedrock. Once drilled and blasted, the rock will be 

crushed into various types of aggregates and stockpiled. The operation would be phased and developed 

in areas of 3 to 5 hectares in size, figure 4 shows the areas and the approximate order in which they will 

be developed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Drawing 2 Development Areas 



The reclamation process for area one will commence when quarrying operations in that area are 

complete and have moved to area 2. This process will be repeated until all areas have quarried and 

reclaimed. Each area of 3 to 5 hectares will take 3-5 years to fully develop and reclaim depending on 

demand for materials produced. 

 The potential sources of pollutants for this undertaking in fuel, oil or liquid spills from machinery, 

siltation of groundwater, and airborne emissions from the machinery. To reduce the effects potential 

sources of pollutants standard procedures and practices shall be utilized.  

To reduce the impacts on the environment from a potential fuel/oil spill during the operation Platinum 

will implement the following; employees operating equipment must complete a daily inspection prior to 

using the equipment. The daily inspection checks fluid levels, condition of the lines, if any leaks are 

present as well as other operational features to ensure it is in working order. Although checks are made 

prior to using the equipment spills can still occur and due to this every jobsite has spill control kits either 

in a forepersons vehicle or in the equipment being used. Furthermore, Platinum Construction 

implements an hourly inspection system. Once the equipment reaches the specified number of hours 

the machine is serviced and thoroughly inspected for leaks, and part wear and tear including fluid lines 

prior to being released for work again.    

 Another potential source of pollution would be siltation of the groundwater and discharging it into a 

waterway without proper siltation control measures in place. This can occur through the clearing and 

grubbing operation as well as rain/ground water migrating through the work zone. Siltation of the 

waterway during the lifecycle of the quarry will be mitigated by using a drainage ditch along the 

northern and western boundaries to collect the rain/groundwater. The drainage ditch will have silt fence 

or hay bails installed to reduce siltation, prior to the end of the ditch three consecutive check dams will 

be installed before the discharge location. The ditch will terminate at a location with sufficient 

vegetation for the water to travel through prior to being released into a waterway. The siltation created 

through the clearing and grubbing activities will be mitigated by installing silt fence around the 

perimeter of the grubbing and the ground shall be graded as to direct the flow of water to the drainage 

ditches.  

Airborne emissions occur during heavy equipment operation coming from the exhaust systems of 

various types of machinery. Airborne emissions are dealt with in strict accordance to Heavy-duty Vehicle 

and Engine Greenhouse Gas Emissions Regulations. These regulations are implemented prior to a given 

manufacturer being able to sell their product in Canada. Platinum’s inspections of the heavy-duty 

vehicles check the operation of these features and ensure they are still in working order. Theses 

inspections are performed on a 750-hour basis. 

We do not foresee any resource conflicts due to the availability of other rock sources in the area. 

 
 

 

 



3.5 Occupations 
 

The proposed undertaking will employ various occupations during its lifecycle. During the construction 

phase of the undertaking the operations will employ approximately 10 persons which include 3 truck 

drivers (NOC: 7511), 2 equipment operators (NOC: 7521), 2 labourers (NOC: 7611), 2 flags persons (NOC: 

7611), and 1 construction manager (NOC: 0711). The approximate duration to construct the access to 

site would take approximately 4 weeks to complete. All work for this portion of the project with be 

direct hires. Platinum Construction is committed to employment equity and has multiple women 

currently working with us in the construction industry. Although we currently do not have any persons 

employed with disabilities we have employed persons with disabilities in the past. Platinum 

Construction also has a varied age demographic employed during the construction season. The ages of 

persons whom are employed with Platinum during the past construction season varies from 18 to 70+.  

During the operation of the proposed undertaking it will employ on average 7-9 personnel. The work 

crew will be made up of equipment operators (NOC: 7521), labourers (NOC: 7611), drillers and blasters 

(NOC: 7372), mechanics (NOC: 7312), and construction managers (NOC: 0711). The duration of 

operations is dependent on the demand for materials produced but should last between 25 to 30 years. 

All work for the operations will be direct hire except for the driller and blasting which will be completed 

by a subcontractor.  

 

3.6 Project Related Documents 
Other project related documents that have been submitted are a rezoning application to the City of St. 

John’s, a Preliminary Application to Develop Crown Lands, and an application for a quarry permit which 

can be found in the following pages. We also have an approval from Inland Fish and Wildlife and 

Tourism for the development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Title: To rezone lands from the Rural (R) Zone to the Mineral Workings 

(MW) Zone and approval of a Crown Land Grant Application; 

File No. REZ1700007 

75 Incinerator Road; Property ID # 33247 

 

Date Prepared:   May 12, 2017 

 
Report To:     Chair and Members, Planning & Development Committee  

 

Councillor & Role: Councillor Art Puddister, Chair, Planning and Development 

Committee 

 

Ward:     5  

 

Decision/Direction Required:  
To rezone lands at 75 Incinerator Road from the Rural (R) Zone to the Mineral Workings (MW) 

Zone to enable the development of a rock quarry to facilitate the making of roadway fill, 

structural fill, Class “A” and Class “B” gravels. 

 

To approve the Crown Land Grant Application for 75 Incinerator Road. 

 

Discussion – Background and Current Status:  
The City received an application to enable the development of a rock quarry off of the Foxtrap 

Access Road on lands known as 75 Incinerator Road. These lands are visible from the Trans-

Canada Highway. The quarry operation will include the drilling, blasting and crushing of rock. A 

minimum buffer radius of 1000-metre will be maintained between the quarry and any area which 

is zoned for Residential or Apartment Use. There is a residence on the other side of the TCH, 

within the 1000 metres buffer, however, it is located in the Forestry (F) Zone where Mineral 

Workings are as a Discretionary Use. A Municipal Plan amendment is not required. 

 

The City also received an application to approve a Crown Land Grant Application in respect to 

75 Incinerator Road.  

 

The property is located in Planning Area 15, in the Rural District and in the Rural (R) Zone. The 

lands are designated as Rural on the St. John's Urban Region Regional Plan. The property is 

bounded by the TCH, the Foxtrap Access Road and Incinerator Road. Across Incinerator Road is 

an existing quarry, zoned Mineral Workings (MW). The remaining lands surrounding the site are 

zoned Rural (R), Forestry (F) and Industrial General (IG).  

 

The applicant has applied for an access from the Foxtrap Access Road. If this access is 

unsuitable, the applicant has indicated a second access option from Incinerator Road. Both 

DECISION/DIRECTION NOTE 



accesses provide for a connection to the TCH for trucking of the quarry materials. The 

Newfoundland and Labrador Department of Transportation and Works has been notified of the 

application and the client has been advised of their responsibilities to close the highway during 

blasting operations. 

 

The proposed quarry use is generally in keeping with the uses in the area. As per Section 7.11 of 

the St. John’s Development Regulations, a 30 metre wide landscaped buffer shall be maintained 

between any public street and a Mineral Working. The landscaped buffer is intended to minimize 

the visual effects of the quarry. Even with the buffer, the proposed quarry will be visible from 

the Trans-Canada Highway and from the Foxtrap Access Road. 

 

The Municipal Plan identifies Natural Resources Areas such as mineral working to be managed 

to minimize the impacts on the natural environment and to preserve the scenic quality of the rural 

landscape. At the development permit state, the applicant shall submit information needed to 

satisfy the requirements of Section 7.11 (Mineral Working) as outlined in Section 5.3.4 of the St. 

John’s Development Regulations. In light of the above, it is recommended that the proposed 

rezoning from the Rural (R) Zone to the Mineral Workings (MW) Zone be considered subject to 

conditions. 

 

 

Key Considerations/Implications: 

 

1. Budget/Financial Implications: Not Applicable. 

 

2. Partners or Other Stakeholders:  

Applicant, neighbourhood citizens and associations, the City and provincial departments. 

 

3. Alignment with Strategic Directions/Adopted Plans:  
City’s Strategic Plan 2015-18: A City for All Seasons – Support year-round tourism and 

industry activities.   

 

4. Legal or Policy Implications: 

The rezoning will be conditional upon approval of a Crown Land Application. 

Development Approval will be conditional upon receiving a mineral workings permit 

from the Department of Natural Resources.  

 

5. Engagement and Communications Considerations:  

Recommended to be advertised with a Public Notice distributed to all properties within a 

1000 metres radius of the property.  

 

6. Human Resource Implications: Not Applicable. 

 

7. Procurement Implications: Not Applicable. 

 

8. Information Technology Implications: Not Applicable. 

 



9. Other Implications: Not Applicable. 

 

Recommendation:  

It is recommended that the request to rezone 75 Incinerator Road from the Rural (R) Zone to the 

Mineral Workings (MW) Zone, as submitted, be considered. Staff recommend Public 

Advertisement and Public Notices to be sent to all properties within a 1000 metres radius of the 

property. Public comments will then be forwarded to Council for their consideration. 

It is recommended that the request for the Crown Land Grant for 75 Incinerator Road be 

approved. 

  

Development Approval will be conditional upon receiving a mineral workings permit from the 

Department of Natural Resources, and compliance with all requirements of the City of St. John’s. 

 

Prepared by/Signature: 
Arthur MacDonald, MCIP – Planner, Urban Design and Heritage 

 

 

Signature:    

 

Approved by/Date/Signature: 
Ken O’Brien, MCIP – Chief Municipal Planner 

 

 

Signature:    

 

AMD/dlm 

Attachments:  
Maps  

Applicant’s Site Map 

 

 

 
Document1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Fox Trap Access Road – District Map 

 
50 Bennett Avenue – Zoning Map 

 

 



 

 

 

Road Access – Foxtrap Access Road or alternatively Incinerator Road 

 

 



 

 

 

30 metre wide landscaped buffer sketch 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From : Fenske, Jana <janafenske@gov.nl.ca> 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3.7 Approval of the Undertaking 
 

Prior to use of the proposed site we needed to submit an application to the City of St. John’s to have the 

land rezoned as mineral workings from rural, this was approved by council on Aug 18, 2017. We also 

need permission from Service NL to develop the access road and site because it is crown land. We have 

also received approvals from Inland Fish and Wildlife and the department of tourism. Then once this 

Environmental Assessment is accepted by the necessary bodies we can have our quarry permit issued by 

Natural Resources/ Mines and Energy. 

 

3.8 Schedule  
 

We would like to start ground work on this site mid-2018, pending all permits and approvals. Early 

access to this site will benefit us for upcoming Municipal Affairs/Transportation and Works tenders in 

the area, as we can price the project with supplying our own aggregate and rock, opposed to purchasing 

them from another contractor.  

 

3.9 Funding  
 

The proponent will provide all funds necessary to create material and any accessories buildings required 

for this site. The funds will recovered through the sale of granular materials,  and rockfill along with the 

cost savings of using our own material. 

 

 




