
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REGISTRATION FORM 
 

 

NAME OF UNDERTAKING:  

GFW Mountain Bike Trail 

 

PROPONENT:  

(i) Name of Corporate Body: GFW Mountain Bike Club Inc. 

(ii) Address: 11 Valley Road, GFW, NL, A2A 1A1 

(iii) Chief Executive Officer (Director):  

Name: Colin Clarkson  

Official Title: Director 

Address: 11 Valley Road, GFW, NL, A2A 1A1 

Telephone No: 709-290-9279 

Email: colinclarkson1975@gmail.com 

(iv) Principal Contact Person for purposes of environmental assessment: 

Name: Colin Clarkson 

Official Title: Director 

Address: 11 Valley Road, GFW, NL, A2A 1A1 

Telephone No.: 709-290-9279 

Email: colinclarkson1975@gmail.com 

 

THE UNDERTAKING: 

(i) Name of the Undertaking: GFW Mountain Bike Trail, Crown Land Application #154832. 

(ii) Purpose/Rationale/Need for the Undertaking: The GFW Mountain Bike Club Inc. wishes to begin 
development of a trail designed for non-motorized use only. The primary purpose of the trail will be for 
mountain biking and fat biking, but other allowed uses would include hiking, snowshoeing, and skiing. 
The trail would be utilized by locals primarily, but would also be available for use by others from inside 
or outside of NL. 

 



DESCRIPTION OF THE UNDERTAKING: 

(i) Geographical Location 

The trail will be located approximately 5 kms West of GFW. It will be located West of the community of 
Red Cliff, East of Thunder Brook, and North of the Trans Canada Highway. The main access point is by 
utilizing approximately 1 km of an existing quad trail that starts from an existing gravel road behind the 
community of Red Cliff. The start of the existing quad trail is located at 48O57’50.00” N 55O46’36.14” W. 

There is no designated parking area required beyond what is currently used by those wishing to use 
their quads on the existing trail. 

There will be no snow clearing involved in the winter months.  

The trail length is expected to be slightly under 10 kms in total, starting and ending at the same location. 

See attached maps. 

 (ii) Physical Features: 

The approximate 10 km trail is designed as ‘single track mountain bike trail’ primarily. This means the 
trail is designed to be narrow and flowing through the forest, with minimal impact on the environment. 
The trail design will incorporate existing features such as rocks and logs in order to provide a more 
‘natural’ flow to the trail and to minimize erosion. Vegetation in the area includes brush and trees. 
However, minimal vegetation will be disturbed as the primary purpose of a well-designed single-track 
mountain bike trail is to ‘flow’ around larger trees and obstacles and not to remove them. The trail tread 
is intended to be approximately 18 inches in width, and will follow natural terrain flow features. No 
water bodies will be crossed or disturbed in any way. See attached sample photo of single-track trail. 

(iii) Construction: 

The period of construction will be approximately 2 – 3 years. It would not begin until the project is 
approved, and would require 2 to 3 seasons to complete. 

Most of the trail building would be completed with hand tools. This would include a gas-powered 
chainsaw for clearing of any necessary brush, followed by axe and shovels for trail tread development. 

The overall length of the trail is expected to be approximately 10 kms once completed. 

The overall width of the trail tread is expected to be approximately 18 inches once completed. 

Any damp areas would have boardwalk installed to prevent erosion. 

There is a possibility that some areas of the trail would require the use of a mini-excavator to clear the 
approximate 18” trail tread of overlying vegetation. If so, we would utilize the Kubota KOO8 or similar, 
which has a track width of 2’4”, allowing for minimal disturbance to surrounding vegetation. 

(iv) Operation: 

This trail is for non-motorized use only. This will primarily be mountain bike and fat bike, but could also 
include hiking, snow shoeing, or skiing, if users so desired. 



Primarily the access will be during Summer and Fall given the location and lack of snow clearing. 

Given that the trail is for non-motorized use only, there are no potential sources of pollutants. 

There are no potential resource conflicts in this area. 

ATV traffic will be discouraged from using this non-motorized trail by signage at the trail head, and by 
placing large rocks close together in order to make the trail entrance too narrow for ATV traffic. 

(v) Occupations: 

The trail construction is primarily intended to be completed using volunteer labour. 

It is expected to take 2 – 3 seasons to complete. 

If enough funding were to be raised, we would consider hiring 1 – 2 outside contractors to assist with 
some of the trail construction. 

(vi) Project Related Documents: 

See attached original application and most current map of proposed trail, as well as a sample photo of 
single-track trail, and an overview map of the area (with the ATV access trail marked out as white dots). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE UNDERTAKING: 

The project was already approved by the Forestry Department, the Department of Natural Resources, 
and the Department of Transportation.  

From what information we have been given from Lands to date, there are no other approvals required 
beyond the Department of Municipal Affairs and Environment. 

 

SCHEDULE: 

The earliest that trail construction could begin would be Fall of 2019, assuming approval is received 
before that. Construction could only then be done during Summer and Fall, and would take 2 – 3 
construction seasons to complete.  

 

FUNDING: 

Funding is expected to mainly come from donations at the present time.  

Trail construction costs are expected to be approximately $50 000. 

 

July 10, 2019   Colin Clarkson 

DATE    SIGNATURE OF DIRECTOR/CEO 
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