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TOPIC 4.1

4.1 A time of change

During the early 20th century the economy of Newfoundland
and Labrador became increasingly diversified. The fishery was
no longer the primary means of employment. (top left) Grand
Bank, c. 1907; (top right) Ore Bed, Bell Island, ¢. 1920s; (left)
Loggers stacking logs, c. 1916.

What resources led to the creation of your town and other

towns 1n your region?

What problems are associated with one-industry towns?

Introduction

European settlement in Newfoundland and Labrador
was originally driven by demand for saltfish that was
exported to southern Europe and the British West
Indies. By the mid-1800s, however, several problems
arose that limited the ability of the fishery to remain
the primary economic activity. Recognizing this, the
Newfoundland government began to look for ways to
diversify the economy.

Changes in the Fishery

During the nineteenth century, the resident population
of Newfoundland and Labrador grew, increasing the
number of people seeking work in the fishery. This
created two problems. First, the harvest rate per person
declined as there was a limited amount of fish available
to catch. In economic terms, all things being equal,

Eeach person involved in the fishery earned less. As

you will recall from your study of chapter three, to
compensate for declining harvests per person, fishers
sought new fishing grounds, such as those in Labrador,
and took advantage of new technologies, such as cod
traps, which increased their ability to catch more fish
in less time.

The second problem was the decrease in the cod biomass
off Newfoundland and Labrador. One factor which
contributed to this was a period of lower ocean
productivity — this means the rate of cod reproduction
was lower than in previous centuries. The combination
of the increased rate of fish harvest with the reduced
ocean productivity severely taxed the cod stocks. In
fact, fisheries experts who have examined this period
estimate that the cod biomass off Newfoundland and
Labrador decreased by approximately 50 per cent
between the late 1700s and the 1880s.



4.2 Newfoundland and Labrador population
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An unsustainable pattern

As noted in chapter three, the pattern of expanding settiement along the coast of the island of
Newfoundland, coupled with the growth of the Labrador and bank fisheries, provided a source
of new stocks. However, this pattern masked an ecological imbalance between fishers and
cod: as the discovery of new fishing grounds allowed for an increase in the number of fish
caught, it became less apparent that older grounds had been over-exploited. Overall, catch
levels remained relatively steady. However, with an increase in the number of fishers working to
catch these fish, there was a steady decrease in cod landings per resident.
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4.7 Geological map of Newfoundland, 1919

This map was created by the Geological Survey of Newfoundland, which was formed in 1864. James
P. Howley (1847-1918), who became the director in 1883, explored and mapped the northeastern
and western coastlines of the island, central Newfoundland, and other parts of the interior. Much of

the information in this 1919 map by Howley came from these explorations.

The Need to Diversify

An examination of the economic activities of this
time period highlights another problem associated
with over-reliance on the fishery. While subsistence
activities helped Newfoundlanders and Labradorians
produce many of the items they needed, some items,
such as flour, tea, molasses, rum, tobacco, bulk salt,
and medicines, still had to be imported. With an
increasing population and a struggling fishery, the
cost of imports was often greater than the value of
fish exports.

In 1878, Sir William Whiteway was elected as Premier
of Newfoundland on a “Policy of Progress.” This
involved a determined push to create employment
through the development of natural resource industries
— especially forestry and mining. Whiteway felt that
the building of a railway across the island was
the essential first step to opening up the interior and
developing these industries.

4.9 William Whiteway
Whiteway served as Premier of Newfoundland
from 1878-1885, 1889-1894, and 1895-1897.

4.8 Frederic Newton Gisborne (1824-1892)

During the 1800s, several explorers and surveyors added
greatly to the government’s knowledge about resources
in the island’s interior. Gisborne® was one of these. He
journeyed across the southern interior in 1851 and kept a
detailed journal and survey record. His knowledge and work
helped to initiate the telegraph system on the island.
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.. They were received most enthusiastically, and after
the subsidence of the many hearty cheers which greeted
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be for the country.
before the meeting,

great a source of wealth it would
Coastal steam was next brought
and the advantages derived from

how he had accepte
to the Hon. W. V. Whiteway and colleagues.

being restored, the Hon. the Premier advanced to the
wardship

front and began giving an account of his ste
during the past four years, and also the many wise
measures which his Government or party had passed
welfare of the country. He also touched
ducing such

Silence

for the general
on the vast mining enterprises nOw pro

Although government leaders recognized that an
economy based on a single industry was problematic
very few ngs existed outside the fishery. In an effort tc;
correct this problem, the government began lookin

for ways to develop other resources. Governmentg-
sponsored surveys,” completed during the second

(ocal mercherts of ten

41

on the northern and western

all should feel in being able to
fortnight.

the splendid boats now
routes, and how happy
hear from their friends on the Labrador every
The future Railway across the country, telegraph
extension around the Island, and several other topics of
interest, were adverted to and thoroughly explained to

2 most admiring audience ...

half of the nineteenth century, confirmed

the

. ok .
existence’” of agricultural, forest, and mineral

resources in the island’s

interior that could be

;ieveloped. However, a way to access them had to be
ound. An 1880 government report suggested that a

railway across the island could be the solution
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— Excerpt from Report of Joint Committee of Legislative Council and House of Assembly, 1880

A Golden Age

In the decades that would follow, much of Premier 4.14 Excerpt from
Whiteway’s vision would be realized. In fact, the first The Evenxrl_:]nglggqrg(t)rg
decade of the twentieth century began with promise in o
the colony. The recession of the late nineteenth century
was ending, the prices for fish and other exports were
increasing, and the forest and mining industries were
growing. This pre-war period, 1900-1914, has often been
considered a “Golden Age” in the country’s history.

4.15 Ed_ward !lerris
Much of this period (1900-1909) corresponded with Wasﬂ%:::‘;"g%[‘;sgtg
T__/Sir Robert Bond’s term as Premier of Newfoundland.
While serving as Colonial Secretary under Premier
William Whiteway, Bond had worked to protect
Newfoundland’s fishing industry, challenging French
and American fishing rights, and maintaining the
colony’s independence from Canada. As premier, he
renegotiated the railway contract to the benefit of
the colony and finalized the entente cordiale. These
successes, along with the development of the mining
and forest industries, helped strengthen the colony’s
economy. In fact, the government recorded numerous
budget surpluses under Bond’s leadership.

Bord was khl‘j/\fed th St. Jolwn's éz/ the Duke of Corrweall in 1901,

Bond also tried on several occasions to negotiate a free
trade agreement with the United States, but was blocked
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*After 1909, the leader of the col orly was Known as prime wtntster thstead of prewier.

by American, Canadian, and British interests. Such problems
in international affairs eventually led to Bond’s downfall in
1909 and his retirement from politics in 1914. Edward Morris
followed Bond as prime minister.” Until the outbreak of war,
Morris promoted extensive railway construction, new industry,
and resource development.

4.16 Robert Bond served as premier from 1900-1909

Robert Bond was born in St. John’s on February 25, 1857, the sixth of seven children born to John
and Elizabeth (Parsons). His father was a successful businessman and, upon his death, Bond
inherited a large fortune. Bond was educated in St. John’s and in Somerset, England. Although he
studied law and became a clerk for William Whiteway, he did not practise as a lawyer. Instead, he
entered politics and became one of Newfoundland’s best-known politicians.

Along with his political career, Bond pursued several business ventures, which included mining
speculation and interior development. In 1884, he bought 20 square kilometres of land on the
Avalon Peninsula near Harbour Grace Junction and renamed the community Whitbourne (after
17th century colonizer Sir Richard Whitbourne). Bond built a large estate at Whitbourne, where
he retired after leaving politics. He spent the remainder of his life there, enjoying his property and
bemoaning the state of politics in Newfoundland. He died at Whitbourne on March 16, 1927.

Questions:

1. In 1620 Sir Richard Whitbourne commented on the
suspected wealth of the island’s interior. “... there is
great abundance of Trees fit to be imployed in other seruiceable uses
... there might be found many other commodities of good worth.
Amongst the which . .. there is much probabilitie of finding Mines,
and making of Iron and Pitch.”

Why did it take so long for the colony’s economy to
diversify? Identfy three factors that might account for this.

2. To what extent is the economy of your community or
region economically diversified? What are the strengths
and/or limitations associated with this?

3. What trends (both local and global) are affecting the
economy today? Which trend might have the most
significant impact on your community/region? Explain.



4.18 Use this table to help assess the significance of the events in this case study.

Assessing. Sizhificance

Criteria

Event #1

Event #2

Event #3

Event #4

Event #5

Event #6

How dﬁg were the
consequences?

Hon many Poopfa
were affected?

How lonz_ weve the

consequences felt?













... subjects of the Crown of Great Britain living
upon the land which gave them birth ... could
not ply their avocation n the waters that rolled
in at their feet, teeming with treasure that meant
food, comfort and independence, unless by the
permission of the subjects of France ...

... if they went fishing and were fortunate enough
to locate a shoal of fish, and the French discovered
their success, they were almost certain to be driven
from their moorings by the British Naval Officer
at the request of the fishermen of France; and if
they protested, their nets and other implements of
trade were confiscated and oft times destroyed ...

" this Convention ... heralds the tme when
even the memory of their presence will fade like a
fevered dream before the brightness of a new day.

Year PetitNord West Coast Total
1857 1086 2248 3334
1869 1389 3998 5387
1874 2269 6385 8654
1884 3829 8144 11973
1891 3688 9574 13 262
1901 4472 12 762 17 234
1911 5752 16 590 22 342
1921 6517 19215 25732
1935 8812 31485 40 297

It is for us now to encourage by every legitimate
means the development and settlement of what
has hitherto been known as the Treaty Shore, and
thus effectively to blot out of remembrance that
which has been a curse to this country and a strain
upon British rule.






Spanish Flu Outbreak, 1918-19

“The flu ... That’s why everybody here 1s related the way they are. When
my grandmother died from it, my grandfather had to marry [name
deleted] because her husband died of it. They needed to remarry right
away with winter coming on and all because your family wouldn’t make it

otherwise. Back then life was hard, not like it is today: ”
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The Burin Tsunami, 1929
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4.33 Fox Marsh Siding by Christopher Pratt, print, 1991

TOPIC 4.2

Apart from travel, what advantages could the railway bring

to Newfoundland?

What were the risks, if any,
Newfoundland?

Introduction

Newfoundland was not alone in its quest to build a
railway. With major improvements to the steam engine
during the early nineteenth century, transportation
became faster, more reliable, and less expensive.
Rail brought raw materials, factories, labour, and
consumers together. For countries such as the United
Kingdom — a pioneer in rail construction — railroads
were key to rapid industrialization.

Railroads were also unifiers and nation builders. The
first transcontinental railroad was completed in the
United States in 1869 and in Canada in 1885. Given
this backdrop and the need to access resources in the
interior, the Newfoundland government decided in

“The railway was not only a force ior unifying Newioundland
and a symbol of national pride, it was also a link to Canada
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and a source of North American attitudes and ideals.”

— Newfoundland and Labrador Heritage Web Site



4.34 At any cost?
A letter to the editor of The Evening Telegram, April 18,
1882, expressing concern over railway costs

In August 1881, construction began on the line in St.
John’s. However, the Newfoundland Railway Company
went into receivership just as it was completing the line
to Harbour Grace Junction (present-day Whitbourne).
The government built a branch line to Placentia and
then contracted Robert Reid” and George Middleton to
continue construction of the line to Halls Bay.

*In 1865 Reid left bi's bome (n Scotlard to look
for Wi's fortwe tnthe jo{d mining thdustry in
Auvstraliz.(He met bi's wite to be, Harriet Duft,
alorg the w;u/.} Retd retwred to Scotlard rn 1869,
évr? relocated to Carcda in 187 1. There he became
rtrvolved tnthe construction of m/'(wa:/ ér/'djes.

4.35 Workmen repairing the railroad line, c. 1900

4.36 Second-class
Newfoundland Railway
ticket issued May 5, 1942

4.37 The first
locomotive in
Newfoundland and
Labrador

This Hunslet Engine,
purchased as one of
five from Prince Edward
Island Railway, arrived
in Newfoundland in
December 1881. It was
originally built in Leeds,
England in 1872.

301



302

Building the Railway

At its peak, approximately 2200 workers were
employed building the line and supporting structures
— such as a roundhouse and machine shops at
Whitbourne, as well as trestles and station houses
across the island. In 1892, the Newfoundland
government decided to re-route the line away from
Halls Bay to take a more direct westerly route over

\che Gaff Topsails to Grand Lake and the west coast.

( [eryef dmrl)-y the wiriter

Tli's area of /\I% open lerd posed meny cha

The government awarded a contract to Reid” in
1893 for this second phase — the construction of
a 460-kilometre (285-mile) line from the Exploits
River to Port aux Basques, which had been selected
as the western terminus because it was not on the
French Treaty Shore. In 1897, the line reached Port
aux Basques. The first passenger train to complete
the trans-island trip left St. John’s at 7:20 p.m. on
June 29, 1898 and arrived in Port aux Basques the
next day at 10:45 p.m.

The operation and construction of the railway proved to
be a costly venture. By 1898, the government had spent
$10.7 million on the construction of the railway, which
accounted for approximately 60 per cent of the public
debt. In an effort to rid itself of further expense associated
with this project, the Newfoundland government entered
into an agreement with Reid to operate, and eventually
own, the railway.

4.38 Growth of main and branch lines in Newfoundland

*Middleton left the partrersiip with Rerd in 1892.

4.39 The joys of working with primary documents

This excerpt from The Daily News, June 30, 1898 is blurry because
it was copied from microfiche. Sometimes when researching
primary documents, historians have to put up with less than perfect
copies if access to the original document is not possible.



4.40 Train crossing a trestle, Codroy, ¢.1898

4.41 A postcard showing winter railway travel
Published by Ayre & Sons, Ltd., St. John’s, ¢. 1915.
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When a decision 1s being made, the parties mvolved must carefully
weigh the wmformation they have available and then make a
Judgment. As tume passes, people have an opportunity to look back at
the consequences of the decision and make an assessment.
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4.43 Teamwork

The Reid Newfoundland Company began operating streetcars in St. John's in 1901. The
streetcars were sold to another company in 1920 and remained in use until 1948. In this
photograph, supervisors and operators pose in front of St. John’s streetcars, ¢. 1901.

The Railway and its Consequences

The record of the Reid era is one of continuous losses despite efforts to operate
at a profit. After the company completely shut down the railway for a week
in May 1922, the government agreed to provide operating funds to July 1923,
when it took over the railway through the Railway Settlement Act. Under this act,
the government acquired the railway, coastal boats, and dry dock from the Reid
Newfoundland Company for $2 million. Operation of the railway continued
to be costly. By 1933, the Newfoundland Railway had cost the government
$42 million and is estimated to have accounted for 35 per cent of the public debt
at that time.

Despite the economic challenges associated with the railway; it did have positive
results. Its construction and operation created much employment, providing
cash wages™ to workers. It tied together regions with a transportation link and
made it possible for some workers to travel for seasonal employment; in other
cases 1t served as a pull factor where individuals, and sometimes entire families,
relocated for permanent jobs. As well, it can be argued that the building of the
railway was an essential step in Newfoundland’s strategy to diversify the economy.
The opening of the island’s interior created new industries related to forestry,
minerals, and, to a lesser extent, agriculture. As a result, new communities were

established where Newfoundlanders and Labradorians could now work — outside
of the fishery.

4.44 Streetcar ticket strip

This ticket dates from 1901-1920 when the Reid
Newfoundland Company owned the streetcar
system in St. John’s.

—~\

*W/u/ would cash wages be s‘/'ﬂr\/f/'can{?

Such as Whrtbow e, Grand

Falls, ard Bistop's Falls



4.45 The railway today
Newfoundland’s cross-island train system ceased operations in

1988. Since then, the Newfoundland T°Railway Council has been

converting the former railway line into a multi-use, all-season
recreational trail which is also part of the 22 000 km Trans
Canada Trail connecting Canada from sea to sea. The Fischells
River rail bridge on the island’s west coast now accommodates
trail enthusiasts from many countries.

4.46 The Railway Settlement Act, 1823
This legislation returned the railway to government control.

“The saga of the line’s construction ... figures
In our history much as the building oi the great

trans-continenial lines does in the history of Canada
and the United States: as both a milestone in the march

oi progress and an exercise in nation-building.”

— Robert Cuff; historian

Questions:

1.

Did the railway influence your community or
region? If so, how?

The building of the railway was claimed to be
an “essential step” in the Government of
Newfoundland’s strategy to diversify the economy:
Explain.

The railway contributed to the creation of new
communities and tied regions of the island
together with a transportation link. Speculate how
this would affect the culture/character of
Newfoundland and Labrador. (For example, after

two generations of working inland, how would
descendants relate to the notion of the “fishery”?)

. In 1895 D. W. Prowse noted that “A railway

policy is always a progressive policy ...” Explain.

. Today the railway lines on the island have been

dismantled, and the path it created serves as a
source for recreational activities. What impact
does this have on the culture of the province?
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4.47 Millertown with the Mary March River in the background, ¢. 1901

The most notable sawmill town was Millertown, established in 1900 by Lewis Miller with the immigration
of 60 Swedish timber harvesters and their families. Miller built a rail line to link the operation to the main

TOPIC 4.3

line, over which lumber was transported to Lewisporte for export to international markets.

What impact would the forestry industry have on society

in Newfoundland?

Whatwere the risks, it any, to establishing a forestry industry

in Newfoundland?

Introduction

The island of Newfoundland contains approximately
3.6 million hectares of productive forest concentrated
mainly in the western and central areas. Labrador
has approximately 5.2 million hectares of productive
forest. With the construction of the railway, some
forest resources on the island became more accessible
for commercial exploitation. As the interior of the
island opened, the establishment of sawmills was the
first large-scale commercial activity.

Early Forestry

Although intensive harvesting of trees was not
undertaken until the nineteenth century, our forests
have played a significant role in the lifestyles of
indigenous people of Newfoundland and Labrador
for millennia. Adaptations to our environment such as
toboggans, snowshoes, kayaks, weapons, and shelters
depended, to a large extent, on forest products. Many
medicines were also derived from trees. For instance,
roots, leaves, and bark were sometimes used to make
anti-inflammatories and antiseptics.

Early European settlers and migratory fishers
used forest resources primarily for fuel and for the
construction of stages, flakes, wharves, boats, and
houses. In addition, dried fir bark was sometimes used
to cover fish during the curing process. It became a
tradition for fishers to regard the coastal forest zone as
their reserve to which they had free access. This
tradition became incorporated into law in the Crown
Lands Act of 1930, which specified a three-mile (4.8-
kilometre) coastal limit for the use of fishers.

Changing Economic Patterns

The use of forest resources began to shift from primarily
subsistence to commercial activities in the late 1800s.
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In 1875, the Government of Newfoundland passed a =

Crown Lands and Tumber Act, which intended to promote
the sawmilling industry in the colony. Most subsequent
sawmills were small enterprises that produced lumber for
local use. But there were also a few large-scale operations
that produced lumber, mostly white pine, for export.
The first large-scale sawmill was built at Botwoodville



(Botwood) in 1890. Other mills followed in the communities of
Terra Nova, Soulis Brook, Gambo, Gander Crossing, Glenwood,
Millertown, and Badger. By 1901, there were neardy 200
sawmills in operation that employed 2400 workers and produced
$480 000 worth of lumber annually. However, lumber exports
declined considerably in the 1920s, due to a depletion of pine
resources and competition for timber with paper mills.

4.48 Productive forest land
base in Newfoundland and
Labrador (2009)

“Productive Forest Area” is
described as land capable of
producing at least 35 cubic
metres per hectare.

4.49 Wood has been an important resource for
us from the earliest times

Birch and pine chair (c. early 1800s); Wooden “grub

box” (lunch box) used by inshore fishers (c. 1900); Innu
snowshoes, likely made of spruce or balsam fir (c. 1970)
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4.52 Loading pulp at
Botwood, post-1915

The forest industry benefited
communities economically in
a variety of ways. For example,
Botwood became the shipping
port for imports to and exports
from the mill in Grand Falls.

Economic Results

After 1910, pulp and paper production began to
dominate the forest industry. To stimulate growth in
this industry, the government offered land tenure
agreements to companies. In these agreements, the
companies assumed the primary responsibility of
managing lands in return for the right to benefit
from their resources — although the tenured lands still
technically belonged to the government. There were
three forms of agreements:

1. Freehold Agreement — a recipient was entitled
to exclusive possession of the land.”

2. Leasehold Agreement — a recipient had the
right to use the land, forests, minerals, and
water in exchange for a low annual rent to be
paid to government.

3. Timber Licence — a recipient could claim
property rights on the forest resource only.

At the beginning of the twentieth century, the potential of
Newfoundland’s forest resources began to attract
international attention. In 1903, brothers Alfred and

4.51 Pulp beaters in
pulp and paper mill,
Grand Falls, c. 1913-17

Harold Harmsworth expressed interest in the island’s
forests and investigated the possibility of establishing a
pulp and paper company at Grand Falls. The
Harmsworths were moguls in the newsprint publishing
industry in Britain, and the Newfoundland venture could
provide them with a secure source of newsprint. In 1905
they formed the Anglo-Newfoundland Development
(AN.D.) Company: Two years later they began construction
of a mill, a powerhouse, and a company town at Grand
Falls. The mill began production in 1909.

Another large mill was established at Corner Brook in
1925 by the Newfoundland Power and Paper Company;
but was quickly sold off to the International Power and
Paper Company.~ In the early years of operation, the
Grand Falls and Corner Brook mills employed more than
1000 workers each. Unlike the fishery, which experienced
variance 1n fish availability and was based on a
system of credit, pulp and paper mills (and related
wood-harvesting operations) brought steady work and
wage-based jobs. In 1935, approximately five per cent of
the total workforce was employed in the forest industry:.
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4.53 Pulp and paper initiatives

4.54 A girl looks at the Bowater Pulp and
Paper Mill, Corner Brook, ¢. 1939
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4.55 Forestry exports as a percentage of total exports
(five-year averages)

1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940
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4.56 “The Badger Drive”

is a Newfoundland folk song which describes

the lumber drive near Badger. The lyrics of this
ballad speak of the experiences of individuals who
worked in this sector of the forest industry.



™ any of the (. oggers were frshers who worked as | oggers for extra cash.

Impact on Lifestyle and Culture

Those who worked as loggers* harvesting timber
for pulp and paper mills endured tough working
conditions. These loggers worked for contractors, who
in turn worked for paper companies. Each season, the
companies paid the contractor a fixed sum of money
to harvest a specified amount of wood on company
land. From this, the contractor had to pay himself,
run the camps, feed the loggers, and provide them
with shelter. Often, the company did not pay the
contractor enough money to both earn a profit and
adequately provide for all of the loggers’ needs. As
a result, many contractors tried to increase

their own earnings by spending as little as

possible on the loggers’ food and housing.

For six to nine months of the year, many
loggers lived in dirty, leaky, drafty, and

Questions:

over-crowded bunkhouses in the woods. Food was
poor and no pay was given for time oftf’ work due to
work-related 1injuries. Many workers from outport
communities engaged in logging from the fall to early
spring, returning to the fishery in the summer. Working
conditions for those in the mills were much better
than conditions endured by loggers and, with the
development of company towns, workers were able to
return to their own homes after a day’s work.

4.57 Loggers’
camp, central
Newfoundland,
date unknown

The structures behind
the loggers would

have been their living
quarters while at camp.

4.58 Loggers
working on a
log jam, central
Newfoundland,
c.1913-17

1. It can be argued that the development of the

forest industry was the opening of a frontier.

a. What might have been the three greatest

challenges faced by workers?

b. What were possibly the greatest benefits

for workers?

The text states that by 1920, lumber exports
had declined considerably. However, the data on
page 311 indicates that exports for the forest
industry continued to increase. How do you
account for this?

3. The Government of Newfoundland rented land
to pulp and paper companies as opposed to
obtaining revenue from royalties. As a
consequence, this industry brought little direct
revenue to government. What were the advantages
and disadvantages of taking this approach for
government? For business?

4. What were the three most significant ways in
which the culture/lifestyle of a company town
differed from that of an outport?
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In the social sciences we sometimes consider specific examples to be
significant because they are revealing — they shed hght on a type of
expenence. 1 he story of Grand Falls w5 such an expenence, as i
lughlights the strengths and weaknesses of company tovns.
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2. Given the closure of
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TOPIC 4.4

What items could be made/manufactured from the minerals found

in Newfoundland and Labrador?

What were the risks, if any, to exploiting the minerals in
Newfoundland and Labrador?



18)1(0]8)
GEOLOGY

Tectonic plate movement, mountain-
building, volcanic activity, and erosion
produced an unusual geology in the
province. Labrador, the eastern part of
the Canadian Shield, has some of the
oldest rocks on earth. Newfoundland
is a northeastern extension of the
muchyoungerAppalachianMountains,
which were formed when tectonic
plates collided about 400 million years
ago. The resulting rock structures
contain a wide variety of minerals
near the Earth’s surface.

* Magma from volcanoes formed
igneous rocks, producing iron,
copper, nickel, and feldspar.

* Sedimentary rocks (compacted
by the weight of water and other
sediments above them) yield
limestone, sandstone, and oil and
gas.

Metamorphic rocks (formed
when severe heat and pressure
were applied to igneous and
sedimentary rocks) produced
marble and slate.
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4.66 Buchans mine, 1928
Looking east, with the mill and other structures in view.

as released dwrt

7

In the Buchans River area, 1905 assays confirmed that
significant quantities of ore existed. However, a mine
did not become economically viable until a process
was discovered in 1925 to separate the minerals. Zinc
was the first mineral to be extracted. Over time, as
technology improved, lead, copper, gold, and silver
were also extracted. With a viable process to extract
the minerals, in 1927 the A.N.D. Company (owners of
the Grand Falls pulp and paper mill) and the American
Smelting and Refining Company (ASARCO) began to
build a mine and the company town of Buchans for
the mine’s workforce. ASARCO leased the land for the
mine and town from the A.N.D. Company and agreed
to pay the company 50 per cent of the profits. The
mine at Buchans continued for nearly half a century.
Operations were significantly reduced by the mid-1970s
and the mine eventually closed in 1984.

Another mine to open during the second quarter of
the twentieth century was the fluorspar mine in St.
Lawrence. The extraction and shipment of fluorspar
ore began in 1933. Fluorspar is used in the manufacture
of such items as aluminum, glass, and enamels. The
St. Lawrence operation closed in 1978 due to labour
unrest, safety issues,” and competition from mines in

Central and South America.

of those who worked the f(morfpz:r mine becewme sicK From exposure to dust ard redon

4.67 Matty Mitchell

Matty Mitchell was a Mi’lkmaw trapper, guide, and prospector. He is credited
with discovering the mineral find on the bank of the Buchans River in 1905 that
ultimately led to the opening of the Buchans mine.

Mary
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Economic Effects
With the opening of the Tilt Cove and Bell Island

mines, and later those in Buchans and St. Lawrence,
mining began to increase its contribution to the
Newfoundland economy. Eventually, mining increased
in importance until the value of its exports matched
that of the fishery. Nonetheless, the number of miners
employed was far less than the number of workers
engaged in the fishery and any other sector of the
economy. For example, in 1935 only two per cent
of the total workforce was employed in the mining
industry.

Although prior to 1860 and after 1930 some royalties
were paid to the government based on the gross
product of mines, most of the real mining profits
went to investors from outside Newfoundland and
Labrador. For the most part, this was because there
were few Newfoundlanders and Labradorians with
access to the large amounts of capital needed to start
up a mining operation.

4.68 Mining exports as a percentage of total exports
(five-year averages)

1885 1890 1895 1900 1905 1910 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940

4.69 A horse pulling a
loaded ore cart, Bell
Island mine, c. 1940

As can be seen here, mine

shafts had low ceilings.

Often dripping water made
working conditions cold

and wet.



4.70 Mines and quarries 1700s-present
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Location

Ten Mile Bay
Igiak Bay

Voisey’s Bay

Knob Lake
Labrador City
Labrador City
Labrador City
Wabush

Goose Cove
Canada Harbour
Daniel’s Harbour
Parsons Pond
Sop’s Arm

Clay Cove-Purbeck Cove
Fleur-de-Lys
Baie Verte

Terra Nova

Pine Cove

Baie Verte

Goldenville
Barry & Cunningham

Tilt Cove

Nugget Pond
Bett’s Cove
Burton’s Pond
Muir’s Pond
Bear Cove
Swatridge

Old English
Colchester
McNeilly
Rendell-Jackman
Hammerdown
Springdale
Little Bay
Delaney

Lady Pond
Sterling
Crescent Lake
Sunday Cove Island
Pilley’s Island
Thimble Tickle
Tea Arm

Saunders Cove
Fortune Harbour

Moreton’s Harbour
Sleepy Cove
Trump Island
Cobb’s Arm

Cormack
Howley

Galff Topsails area
Gull Pond

Commodity

Anorthosite
Anorthosite

Nickel, Copper,
Cobalt

Iron Ore
Dolomite
Iron Ore
Silica
Iron Ore
Copper
Marble
Zinc

Oil

Gold
Marble
Molybdenite
Asbestos
Copper
Gold

Copper, Gold,
Silver

Gold
Gold

Copper, Nickel,
Gold

Gold, Silver
Copper
Copper
unknown
Lead
Copper
Copper
Copper
Copper
Copper
Gold, Silver
Copper
Copper, Gold
Copper?
Copper
Copper
Copper
Copper
Pyrite
Copper
Copper
Copper

Copper,
Iron

Antimony
Copper
Copper
Limestone
Limestone

Coal,
Marble

Granite
Copper

Years of Operation

1993-present
2001-2002; 2004-2005

2005-present

1954-1983

1986- present

1962- present

1999- present

1965- present

1907?

mid-1860s; 1912-1915
1975-1990
1895-1907?; 1919-1926
1903

1912?

unknown

1963-1994

1860-1864; 1901-1915
2008-present

1964-1982; 1995-1997

1904-1906
unknown

1864-1917; 1957-1967

1997-2001
1875-1886
1869-1872
unknown

1908

1876-1877
1879-1882?
1878-1884; 1898-1901
1892-1898
1909-1913
2001-2004
1965-1971; 1974
1878-1904; 1961-1969
1883?

1880s, 1890s
1880-1882
1879-1881
1898-1899
1887-1908

1880
1880-1897?
1990?

1880?
1897

early 1880s-1916
1908-19172
1860s

1870-1966
1987-2007

1898-1899
1930s

1898-1901; 1993
1967-1971

No.

54
5%
56
57
58
39

60

61

62
63
64

65

66
67
68
69
70

71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

79

80
81
82
83
84

85
86
87

88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95

96
97

98

99
100

Location
Goose Arm

Summerside
York Harbour
Clurling
Corner Brook
Corner Brook

Buchans

Buchans

Victoria
Duck Pond
Bishop’s Falls

Jumpers Brook area

Beaver Brook

Benton

Bluff Head

Lewis Hills-Chrome Point
Lower Cove

Shoal Point
Aguathuna
Lead Cove
Indian Head
Flat Bay

Coal Brook

St. George’s
Fischells Brook

Rose Blanche

Grand Bruit
Hope Brook
Rencontre East
Mine Cove

St. Lawrence

Milton
Elliot’s Cove
Nut Cove

La Manche

Collier Point

Silver Cliff

Villa Marie

Stoney House Cove
Workington

Turk’s Gut

Brigus

Collier Point

Bell Island

Manuels

St. John’s
Shoal Bay

Commodity

Lead, Zinc

Slate

Copper

Slate

Marble

Shale, Limestone
Copper, Lead,
Zinc, Gold, Silver
Barite

Iron, Copper
Copper, Zinc
Peat

Gabbro

Antimony

Granite

Asbestos,
Chromite

Chromite

Limestone,
Dolomite

Oil
Limestone
Lead

Iron
Gypsum
Gypsum
Magnetite
Gypsum
Gold,

Granite

Gold

Gold
Molybdenum
Lead, Silver
Fluorspar

Brick from clay/
shale

Brick clay

Slate

Lead
Barite
Lead

Silica
Copper
Iron
Copper
Manganese

Barite

Iron ore

Pyrophyllite

Sandstone
Copper

Years of Operation

1897
1902-1909
1897-1913
1907-1908
1881?; 1950s
1952-2000

1928-1984

1981-1984;
2006-present

unknown
2007-present
1984-present

1993-2005;
2008-present

1997-1998;
2008-present

1898-1901
1891?-1900
1902
1990-present

1898-1900?
1913-1965; 1969
1874-1877
1941-1944
1952-1999
1999-present
1995-1998
1996-2001

1900?-1902
1870s

1902

1987-1997

1900

1860

1933-1978; 1987-1990

1886-1999

1890-1903

1986-1998; 2000-2002;
2004-present

1858-1894

1980; 1983-1985; 1998
1883-1887

1968-1988

1860

1898-1899

1856-1860?
1914?-1919?

1902-1905; 1980; 1983-
1985; 1998

1895-1966

1904-1906; 1909-1910;
1938-1947; 1956-1995;
2004-present

1700s, 1800s
1776-1778

Disclaimer: This information has been drawn from data in Once Upon a Mine: Story of
Pre-Confederation Mines on the Island of Newfoundland by Wendy Martin, with additional
support from the Department of Natural Resources. The Department of Natural Resources does
not guarantee the accuracy of the information provided. The table is based upon historical
documents which sometimes provide conflicting information. The presence on this list does not
imply approval or recommendation by the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador.
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How did “this place” change?

T hroughout this chapter you have examined how Newfoundland and
Labrador’s economy became increasingly dwersified. Also, 1t has been
noted the various ways m which these changes affected the country.

In this essay the author notes a number of positive and  the essay, ask yourself how these effects shaped “this
negative effects of the mining industry. As you read place.”

4.7

Questions:

1. Use the essay provided to create a concept web 3.
which identifies the direct, indirect, and
unanticipated consequences of the mining

industry:.

2. Determine if each consequence you identified in
No. 1 was positive or negative.

Based on your assessment of the data provided,
what can you conclude were the most important
positive and negative effects of the mining
industry? Explain.







