World Fisheries Day - Sustainability Challenge Contest

The Provincial Government is inviting K-6 students and staff to celebrate World Fisheries Day through participation in our Sustainability Challenge Contest. 
 
World Fisheries Day is held annually on November 21st and provides us with the opportunity to celebrate the important contribution that fisheries make to our province and the world. It also helps us to foster discussions on fisheries sustainability, important aquatic habitats, and the role that fisheries have in sustaining both aquatic life and life on land.
 
In Newfoundland and Labrador, the fishery has been of cultural, industrial, and innovative importance for centuries. We recognize the unique history of our province and the central role that the ocean plays, while acknowledging the need to protect its vital resources for generations to come.
 
This year, we welcome students to reflect on the importance of our fisheries by participating in our Sustainability Challenge Contest. The goal of this contest is to encourage young minds to explore and engage with the concept of sustainability in a fun and interactive way. For this contest, we are asking students to complete as many activities on the list as they can, and document these activities with photos.

Sustainability Challenge Contest Activities Include: 

1. Recycling Efforts: Explore how we can help take care of our planet by identifying and recycling items that can be reused or repurposed. Discover how recycling makes a big difference in keeping our Earth clean and happy.
1. Water Conservation Practices: Investigate ways to conserve water at home or in your community. Learn fun water-saving techniques such as fixing leaky faucets, using a rainwater for gardening, or turning off the tap while brushing your teeth. 
1. Consuming Sustainable Seafood: Choose sustainably sourced seafood for a meal. Learn how to choose fish that are caught in a way that's good for the ocean, and look for special labels that tell us it's sustainable.
1. Participating in Beach Cleanups: Organize as a class or individually take part in a beach cleanup in your area. Collect and document the types of litter you find. Talk about how this makes the beach a better place for our marine friends.
1. Identifying Your Favorite Marine Animal: Research and identify your favorite marine animal. Learn about where they live, what they do, and how we can help them stay safe and happy.
1. Interview a Fisherman: Encourage students to interview a fisherman or someone working in the fishing industry to learn about their experiences and what they think about taking care of the ocean.
1. Sustainable Fishing Gear Poster: Ask students to create a poster illustrating sustainable fishing gear, to show how fishermen can catch fish in a way that's good for the sea and all its creatures.
1. Ocean Plastic Art: Have students collect ocean or local plastic debris, create art or useful objects from the collected items, and document their process with photos.
1. Create a Sustainability Pledge: Encourage students to write a personal sustainability pledge, outlining actions they will take to help the sea and all the creatures in it.  
1. Fisheries Documentary Screening: Organize a screening of a fisheries-related documentary/movie/episode (e.g. Magic School bus or Bill Nye), and have students talk about what was learned. 

This contest is open to all K-6 students who are residents of Newfoundland and Labrador. One winner per grade will be chosen and will receive a World Fisheries Day prize pack. To be entered for a chance to receive our grand prize of a class educational package – students in each class are asked to compile their activities together to help foster a deeper understanding of sustainability among youth in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Participants are asked to please email pictures of their activities to worldfisheriesday@gov.nl.ca for individual entries; please save each photo entry with the student’s name, school and grade level. For a grand class prize, we ask that you include: the name of the class’s teacher, school and grade level.

Please pass this message along to teachers of Kindergarten - Grade 6 students, as well as to parents/guardians of students in an online learning format. 
 
The deadline for art contest submissions is Friday, November 10, 2023.
 
Thank you and we look forward to receiving your submissions.
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