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be served with claim and notice of the hearing 10 clear days prior to the hearing 
date and, where the respondent fails to attend the hearing, Rule 29.11(1) states 
that the hearing may proceed in the respondent’s absence so long as she has 
been properly served.  With his application, the landlord submitted an affidavit 
stating that tenant had been served with the application, by registered mail, and 
the associated tracking history shows that it was delivered on 30 August 2022.  
As the tenant was properly served, and as any further delay in these proceedings 
would unfairly disadvantage the landlord, I proceeded with the hearing in her 
absence. 
 

8. The tenant filed a counterclaim to this application, 2022 No. 673NL, through 
which she was seeking a determination of the validity of the termination notice 
issued to her on 24 March 2022, as well as a refund of rent in the amount of 
$600.00.  The tenant discontinued that counterclaim on 13 September 2022. 

 
 
Issue 1: Vacant Possession of Rented Premises 
 
Relevant Submissions 
 
9. The landlord stated that he had entered into a monthly rental agreement with the 

tenant, and , on 15 October 2016.  According to this agreement, the rent is set 
at $800.00 per month and that rent is due on the 15th day of each month.  It is 
also acknowledged in that agreement that the tenant had paid a security deposit 
of $400.00. 
 

10. The landlord stated that shortly after this tenancy began, he entered into a verbal 
agreement with the tenant that the rent would be reduced to $600.00 per month 
and that it would be due on the 1st day of each month.  He also testified that 
about a year after this tenancy began,  moved out and the tenant has 
remained on as the sole leaseholder since that time. 

 
11. With his application, the landlord submitted a copy of a termination notice, and 

 testified that she had personally delivered that notice to the tenant on 24 
March 2022.  That notice was issued under section 18 of the Residential 
Tenancies Act, 2018 and it had an effective termination date of 30 June 2022.   

 
12. The tenant has not moved out, as required, and the landlord is seeking an order 

for vacant possession of the rented premises. 
 
Analysis 
 
13. The relevant subsections of s.18 of the Residential Tenancies Act, 2018 state: 

Notice of termination of rental agreement 






