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application, the landlord submitted an affidavit stating that she had personally 
served the tenant the application on 27 January 2023.  As the tenant was 
properly served, and as any further delay in these proceedings would unfairly 
disadvantage the landlord, I proceeded with the hearing in his absence. 

 
7. The landlord amended her application at the hearing and stated that she was 

now seeking a total claim of rent in the amount of $500.00. 
 
 
Issue 1: Rent - $500.00 
 
Relevant Submissions 
 
8. The landlord submitted a rental agreement with her application showing that the 

tenant had entered into 6-month, fixed-term lease with  on 01 August 2022.  
The agreed rent was set at $600.00 per month and the landlord stated that the 
tenant had paid a security deposit of $300.00. 
 

9.  sold the unit in November 2022, and on 15 November 2022 the new owners 
hired the landlord to manage the property. 

 
10. With her application, the landlord submitted her rent records showing the 

payments she had received from the tenant since December 2022.  These 
records show that the tenant had only paid $400.00 for each of December 2022 
and January 2023, leaving a balance of $400.00 at the end of January 2023. 

 
11. With respect to the rent for February 2023, the tenant had paid $800.00 towards 

the rent for that month on 03 February 2023.  This would have brought the 
balance down to $200.00, but the landlord pointed out that MD had served the 
tenant with a notice of rental increase back on 27 July 2022, indicating that his 
rent would increase, effective 01 February 2023, by $300.00, to $900.00 per 
month.  This increase, plus the $200.00, leaves the tenant with a total balance 
owing of $500.00.  The landlord is seeking an order for a payment of that 
amount. 

 
12. When I pointed out to the landlord that this notice of rental increase was issued 

before this tenancy began, she suggested that the submitted lease was probably 
not the initial agreement, but rather a lease renewal. 

 
Analysis 

 
13. I accept the landlord’s claim that the tenant had only paid a total of $1600.00 for 

the months of December 2022, January 2023 and February 2023.  Leaving aside 
the issue of the rent increase, this leaves the tenant with a balance of $200.00. 
 

14. And regarding the rental increase, the relevant subsections of section 16 of the 
Residential Tenancies Act, 2018 state: 






