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TOWN OF PORTUGAL COVE-ST. PHILIP'S 

DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AMENDMENT No.17, 2021 

BACKGROUND 

The Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip's proposes to amend its Development 
Regulations. Signage along provincial roads is controlled by the Department of 
Transportation and Infrastructure whose authority falls under the provincial Highway 
Sign Regulations, 1999. These regulations do not allow for illuminated signage such 
as changeable message signage. The purpose of this Amendment is to amend the 
Portugal Cove-St. Philip's Development Regulations to introduce municipal Highway Sign 
Regulations, which would include Regulation to control illuminated signage such as 
changeable message signage. The intent is to satisfy the government's requirements to 
allow an exemption for the installation of digital, changeable message signs under the 
provincial Highway Sign Regulations, 1999 which will now be controlled under the 
Portugal Cove-St. Philip's Development Regulations. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

During the preparation of this amendment Council undertook the following initiative so 
that individuals and groups could provide input to the proposed Development Regulations 
Amendment. The Town Council of Portugal Cove-St. Philip's published a notice in The 
Telegram newspaper on January 22, 2022, advertising the proposed amendment seeking 
comments or representations from the public. The Town Council placed the proposed 
amendment on display on the Town's website from January 22 to February 1, 2022, for 
residents to view and to provide any comments or concerns in writing to the Council 
concerning the proposed amendment. No letters or objections were received by the Town 
during the public consultation period. 

St. John's Urban Region Regional Plan 

The proposed Development Regulations Amendment No. 17, 2021 consists of text 
changes to 2014-2024 Development Regulations and conforms to the St. John's Urban 
Region Regional Plan . It is concluded that no Regional Plan Amendment is required. 



DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS AMENDMENT No.17, 2021 

The Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip's Development Regulations is amended by: 

A) Amending General Development Regulation 72, 77 and 78 as shown below: 

PART Ill - ADVERTISEMENTS 

72. PERMIT REQUIRED 

(1) No advertisement, as defined by Schedule A, shall be erected or displayed on land, or 

upon or within water, in the Planning Area unless a permit for the advertisement is first 

obtained from Council. 

(2) For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(a) "Above the surface of the ground" means measured vertically from the horizontal 

projection of the highest point of the ground immediately below a sign as determined 

by Council to the highest point of the sign or the pole as determined by Council. 

{b) "Banner sign" means a sign produced on cloth, paper, fabric or other combustible 

material of any kind, either with or without frames. 

(3) (a}ln addition to meeting the requirement of Regulation 72(1), a Permit for erection or 

display of advertisement on Provincial Highways shall be obtained from Service NL 

and/or the Department of Transportation and Infrastructure. 

(4) For the purpose of this section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(c) "Above the surface of the ground" means measured vertically from the horizontal 

projection of the highest point of the ground immediately below a sign as determined 

by Council to the highest point of the sign or the pole as determined by Council. 

{d) "Banner sign" means a sign produced on cloth, paper, fabric or other combustible 

material of any kind, either with or without frames. 

(e) "Bench sign" means a sign painted, located on or attached to any part of the surface 

of a bench, seat, or chair placed adjacent to a public place or street. 



(f) "Billboard" means a sign and its structure and component parts which are intended 

to advertise or call attention to any matter, object, event or person, where the sign 

face is usually leasable and where the subject matter may or may not be related to a 

use at or around the parcel of land on which the billboard is located. 

(g) "Building face" means the total area of a building between the finished surface of 

the ground and the eaves of any architectural elevation. 

(h) "Bus shelter advertisement" means an advertisement that is painted, located on, 

attached, or forms part of a bus shelter placed or erected adjacent to or on a public 

place or street. 

(i) "Canopy sign" means a sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy or 

other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window or 

outdoor service area. 

(j) "Changeable message sign" means an illuminated sign advertising a variety of goods 

and services offered which may or may not be located on the same property where 

the sign is located. 

(k) "Construction sign" means a temporary sign erected on the premises or land on which 

development or construction is taking place, during the period of such construction, 

indicating the names of the planners, architects, engineers, landscape architects, 

contractors or similar artisans and the owners, financial supporters, sponsors and 

similar individuals or firms having a role or interest with respect to the structure or 

project. 

(/) "Corner lot" means a lot or parcel of land abutting upon two or more streets at their 

intersection or upon two parts of the same street forming an interior angle of less 

than 135 degrees. 

(m) "Election sign" means any sign used to promote a candidate or party during a 

regional school board or municipal, provincial or federal election. 

(n) "Electrical sign" means a sign that utilizes an electrical source. 

(o) "Ground sign or pylon sign" means a sign affixed to, supported by or placed upon the 

ground whether the ground is paved or unpaved, and which is supported by one or 

more uprights, in or upon such ground and not attached to any building. 

(p) "Illuminated sign" means a sign lighted by or exposed to artificial lighting either by 

lights on or in the sign or directed towards the sign. 



(q) "Inflatable signs" means a sign or display that is capable of being expanded by air or 

other gas and used as a temporary basis to advertise a product or event. 

(r) "Marquee" means any permanent roof like structure projecting beyond a building or 

extending along and projecting beyond the wall of a building, generally designed and 

constructed to provide protection from the weather. 

(s) "Marquee sign" means a sign printed upon, or attached to a marquee. 

(t) "Menu Board" means a sign erected as part of a drive-through facility and used to 

display and order products and services available in association with a drive-through 

business. 

(u) "Off-site directional sign" means a sign which directs traffic to a specific property, 

business or event and the sign is located on a property or building separate from the 

property, business or event to which it relates. A billboard sign is not an off-site 

directional sign. 

(v) "Pre-menu board" means a sign erected as part of a drive-through facility and only 

used to display products and services available in association with a drive-through 

business. 

(w) "Portable sign" means an illuminated or non-illuminated sign which is movable from 

one location to another and which is not attached to a fixed structure or does not 

have supports imbedded in the ground. 

(x) "Projecting sign" means a sign other than a wall sign so constructed and so erected 

as to be rigidly attached at one end to a building, metal pole or other structure and 

projecting out from the surface of the building pole or other structure to which it is 

attached. 

(y) "Real estate sign" means a sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the premises or a 

portion of the premises, on which the sign is located. 

(z) "Roof sign" means a sign that is erected, constructed and maintained above the roof 

of a building, within the peripheral dimension of such building and fastened or 

attached to or supported on such roof. 

( aa) "Sidewalk sign" means a free standing sign erected on but not permanently anchored 

in the ground. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this definition 

includes signs referred to as A-frame, T-frame, sandwich boards, and menu boards, 

but shall not include any other sign defined in these regulations. 



(bb) "Sign face" means the area or display surface used for the advertisement or message. 

(cc) "Sight Triangle" means a triangular- shaped portion of land established at street 

intersections in which nothing is erected, placed, planted or allowed to grow in such 

a manner as to limit or obstruct the sight distance of motorists entering or leaving 

the intersection. The triangular-shaped portion of land is formed by the street lines 

and a line drawn from a point in one street line to a point in the other street line, 

each such point being 7.0 m {23.0 ft) measured along the street from the point of 

intersection of the street lines where the posted speed limit is 50 km/h or less. For 

speed with posted speed limits greater than this, the sign triangle to be determined 

by the Town's Consulting Engineer. 

{dd) "Wall sign" means a sign which is painted on or attached directly against the 

surface of or against or within a recess in the wall or a column or other 

perpendicular portion of a building and approximately parallel thereto and which 

extends not more than 30 cm {11.8 in) from the architectural feature on which it is 

attached, and shall include a fascia sign. 

77. ADVERTISEMENTS EXEMPT FROM CONTROL 

(1) The following advertisements may be erected or displayed in the Planning Area without 

application to Council: 

(a) on a single residential dwelling or within the courtyard of a dwelling, one nameplate not 

exceeding 0.2 m2 (2.1 square feet) in area size; 

{b) on an agricultural holding or farm, a notice board not exceeding 1.0 m2 (10. 76 square 

feet) in area size and relating to the operations being conducted on the land; 

{c) on land used for forestry purposes, signs or notices not exceeding 1.0 m2 (10. 76 square 

feet) in area size and relating to forestry operations or the location of logging operations 

conducted on the land; 

{d) on land used for mining or quarrying operations, a notice board not exceeding 1.0 m2 

(10. 76 square feet) in area size relating to the operation conducted on the land; 

(e) on a dwelling or within the yard of a dwelling, one nameplate not exceeding 0.2 m2 (2.1 

square feet) in area size in connection with the practice of a professional person carried 

on in the premises; 



(f ) on any site occupied by a church, school, library, art gallery, museum, institution or 

cemetery, one notice board not exceeding 1.0 m1 (10. 76 square feet) in area size; 

(g) on the principal facade of any commercial, industrial or public building, the name of the 

building or the name of the occupants of the building, in letters not exceeding one-tent h 

of the height of t hat facade or 3.0 m2 (32.28 square feet), whichever is the lesser; 

(h) on any parking lot directional signs and one sign not exceeding 1.0 m1 (10.76 square 

feet) in size, identifying t he parking lot; 

(i) election signs of any candidate or political party during a federal, provincial, 

municipal, or regional school board election, subject to the provisions of Section 77(2) 

of these Regulations; 

(j) temporary signs relating to Federal, Provincial or Municipal public works; 

(k) notices required by law to be posted; 

(I) regulatory, warning, directional, guide or informational signs erected by a Federal, 

Provincial or Municipal Authority or a community group approved by Council; 

(m) signs placed by a telephone, telegraph or electric power company to indicate danger; 

(n) non-illuminated real estate signs not exceeding 0.46 m2 (5.0 ft2) in total area 

advertising the sale or rent of a building or lot upon which the sign is located subject 

to the provisions of Section 77(3) of these Regulations; 

( o) a flag, emblem or insignia of any nation, country or province; 

(p) one construction sign not exceeding 9 m2 {96.9 ft2) in total area related to the 

development of a property providing such sign is located on the site on which the work 

is being carried out and is removed at the conclusion of the development or at such 

time as determined by Council; and, 

(q) Signs with existing Provincial and/or Municipal approvals. 

(2) Election Signs 

Election signs exempt from control shall be subject to the following conditions: 

(1) The erection of election signs shall be permitted on private property provided the 

property owner has given consent for the erection of such a sign and that the sign 

does not cause an obstruction to neighboring properties. 

(2) The erection of election signs shall be permitted on public property, provided the 

signs do not cause an obstruction to the traveling public or the work of Council, and 



provided the signs are not located within the far limits of the carriageway at any 

street intersection. 

(3) Election signs shall not be affixed or attached to existing municipal buildings, 

structures or signs. 

(4) Candidates shall remove their election signs within two days following the election 

and shall ensure that the site is cleaned up. 

(5) If the Candidate fails to remove his or her election signs within two days following 

the election, Council may remove them and dispose of them and the candidate shall 

be responsible for the cost of the removal and disposal of such signs. 

(6) The maximum size of an election sign shall be no more than 3.0 m2 {32.3 ft2J. 

{3} Real Estate Signs 

Real estate signs exempt from control shall be subject to following conditions: 

(1) No real estate sign shall be affixed to any utility pole or municipal building, 

structure or sign or be erected or placed on publicly owned land without the 

permission of the property owner. 

(2) There shall be a limit of one double-faced sign per property or for every 30 m (98.4 

ft) of lot frontage. 

(3) A corner lot may carry two double-faced signs, one sign for each street. 

(4) Portable real estate open house signs shall also be permitted provided their 

placement does not obstruct vehicular or pedestrian movement, and the duration of 

such placement is limited to the time of the actual open house. 

(5) A real estate sign marking that the property is "sold" may appear for a limit of two 

weeks from the date of the closing of the transaction. 

(6) If the real estate agent fails to remove his or her signs within two weeks from the 

date of the closing the transaction, Council may remove them and dispose of them 

and the agent shall be responsible for the cost of the removal and disposal of such 

signs. 

78. APPROVAL SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS 



(1) A permit may only be issued for the erection or display of advertisements which comply 

with the appropriate conditions and specifications set out in the applicable Use Zone 

Tables in Schedule C of these Regulations. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of this schedule, Council may refuse any sign or 

advertisement that, in the opinion of Council, is considered hazardous to road traffic by 

reason of its sitting, color, animation, illumination or structural condition or is 

considered detrimental to the amenities of the surrounding area. 

(3) Bench and Bus Shelter Signs and Advertisements 

Bench signs and bus shelter advertisements shall be approved in accordance with the 

requirements and conditions as determined by Council. 

(4) Stationary Vehicle Signs 

Unless otherwise determined by Council, a sign or advertisement shall not be attached, 

affixed or displayed on a vehicle or trailer which is parked or located for the primary 

purpose of displaying said sign or advertisement. 

(5) Sight Triangle 

Unless otherwise determined by Council, no sign or advertisement shall be permitted to 

be located within the area identified by Council as the sight triangle at the intersection 

of streets. 

(6) Electrical or Illuminated Signs 

Every electrical or illuminated sign shall be approved by a certified organization that is 

accepted by the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Standards Council of 

Canada. A licensed electrician shall undertake the electrical hook up of the sign. 

Illuminated signs may be required to be switched off during certain periods of the night, 

depending on their location. This will be determined by Council on a case by case basis. 

(7) Easements 



. ' 

With the exception of portable signs, signs shall not be permitted to be located upon or 

project within the limits of utility or municipal service easements. Any sign located in 

close proximity to a utility or municipal service easement shall be located in accordance 

with the requirements of the easement owner. 

(BJ Engineering Design Requirements 

Signs shall be designed, constructed, and erected to withstand the ice load and wind 

load requirements as determined by the Town's Consulting Engineer. The following 

types of signs will require signed and sealed approval by a Professional Engineer with 

the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists Newfoundland and 

Labrador {PEGNL): 

• Billboard Signs 

• Ground Signs or Pylon Signs greater than 3 m {9.8 ft) in height 

• Portable Signs (at Council's discretion) 

• Roof Signs 

(9) Other Required Information 

Every portable sign or advertisement shall display, in a manner acceptable to Council, the 

name and phone number of the sign contractor. 

In the case of an electrical or illuminated sign, the electrical certification's approval 

sticker shall be displayed on the sign. 

{10) Advertisements 

a. Banner Sign 

A banner sign shall not be suspended across any street unless the authority grants its 

approval. A banner sign attached to a face of a building, fence or other structure shall be 

considered in a like manner to a wall sign. 

b. Billboard Sign 

A billboard sign shall be permitted provided: 

a) The maximum sign face of a single billboard shall not exceed 21.5 m 2 {231.4 ft2). 



Where Council deems appropriate, a double or "super sign" may be permitted but 

shall not exceed 43 m2 {462.9 ft2) for a sign face. 

b) Unless otherwise determined by Council, the maximum overall height of the sign 

from the surface above the ground to the top of the sign shall be 8.5 m (2 7.9 ft). 

c) The sign shall be set back a minimum distance of 15 m {49.2 ft) from the intersection 

of streets. 

d) The sign shall not be located closer than 5 m {16.4 ft) to the front or flanking street 

lot line. 

e) The sign shall not be located closer than 3 m (9.8 ft) to a side lot line. 

f) Not more than two signs are permitted on a lot provided that each sign may have 

two leasable areas mounted back to back and the total maximum sign face of each 

sign shall not exceed 21.5 m2 per sign face, with the exception of a "super sign" 

which shall not exceed 43 m2 per sign face and, if approved, would comprise the total 

number of billboard signs permitted on a single lot. 

g) A minimum separation distance of 100 m (328.1 ft) shall be maintained between 

signs when on the same side of the street and in the same line of sight or visual 

plane. 

h} A single-faced sign shall be located not more than 2 m (6.6 ft) from the wall of a 

building and shall be parallel to the wall and shall not extend beyond the end of the 

wall and the height of the roofline of the building to which it is attached. 

i) A wall-mounted billboard shall not block natural light from a window of the building 

to which the billboard is attached. 

j) The sign shall not interfere or obstruct access to or from a lot or create a visual 

obstruction to the traveling public. 

k) The sign shall not conflict with adjoining architectural lines or forms or have the 

effect of materially obscuring the effect of the landscapes. 

I} The sign shall not be located within 60 m (196.9 ft) to a residential zone and shall 

not be oriented such that it faces an abutting residential zone or residential lot. 

m) Lighting of the sign shall not be directed toward the street and shall not adversely 

affect neighboring areas. 

n) The sign shall be anchored and secured in accordance with the requirements of the 

Town's Consulting Engineer. 



o) The sign shall be constructed in accordance with engineered drawings approved by 

Council. 

c. Canopy Sign 

A canopy or awning sign shall be permitted on a wall of a building provided: 

a) The canopy or awning sign does not abut a residential lot or zone. 

b) The minimum vertical clearance beneath the sign to above the surface of the ground 

shall be 2.2 m (7.2 ft). 

c) The sign may extend the full length of a building and the sign shall not extend 

beyond the end of the wall to which it is attached with the exception of wrap-around 

signs. 

d) The sign does not project more than 3 m (9.8 ft) from the wall of the building or 

structure to which it is attached. 

e) The sign shall not extend over public land or streets except where approved by 

Council. 

f) The sign shall not extend over a driving area or parking surface except where 

approved by Council. 

g) The sign shall be anchored or secured to the building in accordance with the 

requirements of the Town's Consulting Engineer. 

d. Ground Sign or Pylon Sign 

Unless otherwise determined by Council, one ground or pylon sign shall be permitted per 

street frontage of a lot, subject to the following conditions: 

a) The sign shall have a maximum overall vertical height of 8.5 m (27.9 ft) above the 

surface of the ground. 

b) The sign shall have a maximum overall horizontal length of 6.0 m (19. 7 ft). 

c) The maximum area for the sign face shall be 51 m2 (549.0 ft2) exclusive of the sign's 

supports and mounts. 

d) The sign shall be setback a minimum distance of half the height of the sign from the 

property's front lot line. 



e) The sign shall be setback a minimum distance of 1 m (3.3 ft) from the property's side lot 

lines. 

f) The sign shall have a minimum separation distance of 2 m (6.6 ft) to an adjoining 

dwelling, apartment, school or church. 

g) There shall not be any electrical component of the sign within 1 m (3.3 ft) above the 

surface of the ground. 

h} A minimum separation distance of 15 m (49.2 ft) shall be maintained between ground 

or pylon signs located on abutting properties. 

i) The ground or pylon sign shall not be permitted to be located along the lot line that 

abuts a residential lot. 

j) Where there is more than one ground or pylon sign permitted per lot, there shall not be 

more than one ground or pylon sign for every 30 m (98.4 ft) of lot frontage. 

k) The sign shall be anchored and constructed in accordance with the engineering 

drawings approved by Council. 

e. Inflatable Sign 

Inflatable signs shall be permitted subject to the following conditions: 

a) A limit of one rooftop or ground inflatable sign per lot or for every 30 m {98.4 ft) of lot 

frontage. 

b) The sign shall be setback from a lot line, a minimum distance of 1.5 m (4.9 ft) times the 

inflated height of the sign. 

c) The sign shall not interfere or obstruct access to or from a lot. 

d) The sign may be illuminated internally or externally but shall not contain flashing or 

intermittent lighting or lighting which creates glare when viewed by on-coming traffic 

or by abutting residential uses. 

e) The maximum height and size of the sign shall be determined at the discretion of Council 

but shall be in accordance with and relevant to standard model sizes and dimensions 

available from balloon or inflatable advertisement manufacturers. 

f) The sign shall be anchored or secured in accordance with the requirements of the Town's 

Consulting Engineer. 

g) The time limit for the sign permit shall be specific to the duration of the event to which 

the advertisement is related but shall not exceed 30 days. Upon expiration of the sign 



permit, the permit may be renewed for another 30 day period provided Council is 

satisfied that the sign is being maintained to Council's satisfaction and the sign 

conforms to the Regulations and the conditions attached to the permit. 

i) If, in the opinion of Council, the sign is a hazard or unsafe to the public, the 

advertisement shall be removed immediately upon notice. 

f. Marquee Sign 

A marquee sign shall be permitted on the principle facade of a building subject to the 

following conditions: 

a) The minimum vertical clearance beneath the sign to above the surface of the ground 

shall be 3 m (9.8 ft). 

b) The sign may extend the full length of a marquee but in no case shall such sign project 

beyond the ends of such a marquee. 

c) A marquee sign shall not extend over public land or streets except where approved by 

Council. 

d) The sign shall be anchored or secured to the building in accordance with the 

requirements of the Towns Consulting Engineer. 

g. Menu Boards 

Menu Boards which are used to display and order products on a lot shall be permitted 

subject to the following conditions: 

a) There shall be one pre-menu board and one menu board per drive-through on a lot. 

b) The maximum area for the sign face of a pre-menu board shall be 2 m2 (21.5 ft2). 

c) The pre-menu board sign shall have a maximum height of 3 m (9.8 ft) above the surface 

of the ground. 

d) The maximum area for the sign face of a menu board shall be 4.1 m2 (44.1 ft2) for a 

single face. 

e) The menu board sign shall have a maximum height of 3 m (9.8 ft) above the surface of 

the ground. 

h. On- Site Traffic Directional Sign 

On-site traffic directional signs which direct motor vehicle or pedestrian traffic on a lot shall 



be permitted subject to the following conditions: 

a) There shall be no limit to the number of on-site traffic directional signs on a lot. 

b) An on-site traffic directional sign shall be confined to directing motor vehicle or 

pedestrian traffic and includes such signs as an entrance sign, an exit sign or a motor 

vehicle parking direction sign. 

c) The maximum area for the sign face shall be 0.75 m2 (8.1 ft2) for a single face. 

d) The sign shall have a maximum height of 1.2 m (3.9 ft) above the surface of the ground. 

i. Off-Site Directional Sign 

Off-site directional signs, which direct traffic to a commercial or industrial development or 

use, shall not be permitted. Off-site directional signs related to a charitable, non-profit or 

municipally sponsored event, which direct traffic to a community facility may be permitted 

as determined by Council provided only one sign is erected per street frontage, the sign is 

erected for the duration of the event, and the location, size, and construction of the sign 

conforms to the requirements of Council. 

j. Portable Sign (Bold Signs) 

A portable sign shall be permitted provided: 

a) The sign shall have a maximum of two sign faces. 

b) The maximum sign face area shall be 6.0 m 2 (64.6 ft2J each sign face. 

c) The maximum overall height of the sign from ground level to the top of the sign shall be 

2.5 m (8.2 ft). 

d} The sign shall be set back a minimum distance of 1.5 m (4.9 ft) from a lot line. Where 

the sign is on a corner lot, the sign shall not be located within the sight triangle. 

e) Not more than one sign is permitted at any one time on any property having a frontage 

of less than 20 m (65.6 ft). On lots with frontages greater than 20 m, a minimum 

separation distance of 15 m (49.2 ft) shall be maintained between each portable sign. 

f) The sign must be located on the property on which the business is located unless 

otherwise approved by Council and the property owner. 

g) The sign shall not interfere or obstruct access to or from a lot. 

h) The sign shall not be placed on a portion of a lot that abuts a residential zone or existing 

residential lot. 



i) If the sign is illuminated, the sign shall be of a design approved by the Canadian 

Standards Association (CSA) and bear the CSA approval decal on the sign. 

j) The sign shall be constructed in accordance with engineered drawings approved by 

Council. 

k) The portable sign permit shall be valid for a period of 90 days from the date of issue by 

Council. Upon expiration of the sign permit, the sign is to be removed or a new sign 

application submitted to Council and such permits may be renewed for further periods 

of 90 days upon application and approval. 

k. Sidewalk Sign 

A sidewalk sign shall be permitted subject to the following conditions: 

a) The sign shall only be displayed or erected on the public street abutting the business 

and only in cases where it is not possible because of the size of the lot, to locate a ground 

or portable sign entirely on the lot on the same lot as the business for which the sign 

applies. 

b) The sign shall have a maximum height of 1 m (3.3 ft). 

c) The sign shall have a maximum of two sign faces. 

d} The sign shall have a maximum sign face of 0.55 m2 (5.9 ft2) for each sign face. 

e) The sign shall be displayed only between sunrise and sunset of every business day and 

shall be taken indoors at all other times. 

f) The sign shall not be located within 3 m {9.8 ft) of a driveway access. 

g) The sign shall be located as close to the building face as possible and maintain a 

minimum unobstructed sidewalk width of 1.5 m (4.9 ft). 

h) The sign shall be secured in accordance with the requirements of the Town's Consulting 

Engineer. 

I. Projecting Sign 

A projecting sign shall be permitted on any principal facade of a building subject to the 

following conditions: 

a) The minimum vertical clearance beneath the sign above the surface of the ground shall 

be 3 m {9.8 ft). 

b) The maximum overall projection of the sign from the building shall be 3 m. 



c) The sign is a rigid sign and its design and construction does not permit it to swing in the 

wind. 

d) A projecting sign shall not extend over public land or streets except where approved by 

Council. 

e) A projecting sign shall not extend over a driving area or parking surface except where 

approved by Council. 

m. RoofSign 

One roof sign per building shall be permitted subject to the following conditions: 

a) The sign shall not exceed the maximum permitted height of a building as specified in 

the use zone in which the building is located. 

b) The height of a roof sign shall respect the scale of the building and neighborhood where 

it is located. The maximum height of a roof sign located on a flat roof building shall be 

2 m {6.6 ft), whereas the maximum height of a roof sign located on a pitch roof shall be 

half the height of the roof pitch. 

c) The sign shall not project beyond the exterior wall or walls of the building to which it is 

attached. 

d) The electrical wiring of a roof sign shall be in accordance with the requirements of the 

current National Building Code. 

e) The sign shall be anchored or secured to the building in accordance with the 

requirements of the Towns Consulting Engineer. 

f) The sign shall be constructed in accordance with engineered drawings approved by 

Council. 

n. Wall Sign 

A wall sign shall be permitted subject to the following conditions: 

a) A wall sign may be placed on a wall or building abutting any street or public highway 

provided the wall sign does not immediately face a residential lot or zone. 

b) Unless otherwise determined by Council, the total area of all wall signs on any one 

architectural elevation of a building shall not exceed 20% of the building face. 



c) The length of the sign shall not be longer than the horizontal measurement of the wall 

or building facade to which it is attached and the sign shall not extend beyond the end 

of the wall to which it is attached with the exception of wrap around signs. 

d) A wall sign shall not project more than 30 cm {11.8 in) from the wall of the building. 

e) Where permitted by Council, a wall sign projecting over public property shall be erected 

with a vertical clearance not less than 7.6 cm (3 in) above the surface of the ground. 

f) The wall sign shall be of an architectural scale and styling that is, in the opinion of 

Council, in keeping with architectural scale and styling of the building to which it is 

attached. 

g) No wall sign shall be permitted to cover any part of a required exit in a building or 

obstruct free access thereto or egress there from. 

h) The sign shall be anchored or secured to the building in accordance with the 

requirements of the Town's Consulting Engineer. 

o. Changeable Message Sign 

A Changeable Message Sign, a free-standing changeable message sign or a changeable 

message sign advertising goods and services offered on properties other than the property 

where the sign is located, shall be permitted subject to the following conditions and 

notwithstanding its otherwise compliance with these regulations: 

a) be at the discretion of Council after public notification and consultation as if the 

proposed sign were a discretionary use; 

b) the property on which the sign is to be located has a minimum frontage of 30 m {98.4 

ft); 

c) the maximum overall height of the sign from the Established Grade to the top of the 

sign shall be no greater than 5 m {16.4 ft); 

d) the sign shall be set back from traffic decision points a distance equal to the stopping 

sight distance based on the roadway posted speed as defined in the Transportation 

Association of Canada's Geometric Design for Canadian Roads; 

e) the sign shall not be located closer than 2 m {6.6 ft) to the front or flanking street lot 

line; 

f) the sign shall not be located closer than 2 m to a side lot line; 

g) the sign shall not be located within the limits of a utility or municipal easement; 



h} a separation shall be maintained between signs when on the same side of the street so 

as to preserve a sight or visual plane; 

i) the sign shall not interfere or obstruct access to or from a lot or create a visual 

obstruction to the travelling public; 

j) the sign shall not be located within 30 m of a residential zone located on the same side 

of the street and shall not be oriented such that it faces an abutting residential zone or 

residential lot; 

k) lighting of the sign shall not be directed toward the street and shall not adversely 

affect neighbouring areas; 

I} the sign shall be anchored and secured in accordance with the requirements of the 

Town's Department of Public Works; 

m) the sign and foundation shall be constructed in accordance with engineered drawings 

prepared, signed and sealed by a professional engineer of the Association of 

Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of Newfoundland and Labrador (PEGNL); 

n) The changeable message sign face shall: 

1. have a maximum illumination level of 1,000 lumens; 

2. have an instantaneous transition from one image or format to the next; 

3. have a minimum image display time of 8 seconds; 

4. be shielded to reduce glare in a manner acceptable to the Authority; 

5. have a positive contrast orientation; 

6. not have animation; 

7. not have flashing, strobe, intermittent or moving lights; 

8. not have lights in a colour or combination of colours which in the opinion of the 

Authority, may be misinterpreted as an emergency/ warning device or vehicle or 

other traffic control device; 

9. shall be turned off between midnight and 6 am; 

10. shall be automatically adjustable so that it does not increase the light levels 

(illuminance) adjacent to the changeable message sign by more than 3.0 lux above 

the ambient light level; 

11. shall not be erected in such a manner so that it is within the background of an 

existing or proposed traffic control signal from an approaching driving lane. 



12. Any proposed changeable message sign will be assessed for its impacts on traffic 

and surrounding properties in accordance with the "Digital and Projected 

Advertising Displays: Regulatory and Road Safety Assessment Guidelines" 

published by the Transportation Association of Canada in March 2015. 

p. Multi-Tenant Building 

Notwithstanding the above requirements, signage for buildings housing two or more uses 

or occupancy shall be limited to one wall sign per use or occupancy and one pylon or 

ground sign per street frontage for the whole building. Such pylon or ground sign shall 

display the advertisement for all uses or occupancies housed in the building. 

q. Signs Along Provincially Maintained Roads 

The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador Highway Sign Regulations, 1999, apply to 

all highways constructed and maintained by the Department Transportation and 

Infrastructure. The erection or placement of any sign within the road right-of-way that is 

provincially maintained is therefore subject to dual jurisdiction, and must meet the 

conditions of the provincial government as well as the Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip's, 

as follows: 

a) The sign shall be approved in accordance with the provincial Highway Sign Regulations, 

and a highway signage permit must be obtained from the appropriate provincial 

government authority. 

b) The sign shall meet the conditions of the Town of Portugal Cove-St. Philip's for the 

particular type of sign as outlined in the use zone in which the sign is located. 

r. Cessation of Use 

Upon the cessation of a use, event or a business, any sign or advertisement associated with 

that ceased use, event or business shall be removed within thirty days of the cessation of 

the use, event or business. If the property or signage owner fails to remove the sign or 

advertisement, the Council may remove them and dispose of them and the owner shall be 

responsible for the cost of the removal and disposal of such signs. 



s. Application to Existing Signs and Advertisement 

Every existing sign and advertisement approved by Council may be brought into conformity 

with these Regulations. In the event where structural alteration, relocation or replacement 

is required; the sign then shall be brought into conformity with these regulations. 

Maintenance and repair of the sign or advertisement shall not be deemed in itself to 

constitute an alteration. In the case of portable or inflatable signs conformity to these 

Regulations shall be immediate. 

T. Signs or Advertisements not Specifically Covered 

Signs and/or advertisements not specifically covered in these regulations shall be 

considered on a case by case basis at Council's discretion. 


