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Seniors’ Social Inclusion Initiative – Guidelines 2025-26
Two hundred grants in the amount of $1,000 each are available to seniors’ organizations, including 50+ clubs and other organizations that provide social engagement and inclusion opportunities for older adults. Activities should support social inclusion, healthy aging, mental wellness, and overall well-being. 
While not required, applications are encouraged for projects/activities that support intergenerational activities that bring children, youth and seniors together to encourage the sharing of skills, knowledge or experiences and foster understanding and respect across generations.
Please note that organizations must have any prior approved funding fully spent and a final report submitted before funding can be released to successful applicants under the 2025-26 program. 
Applicants should note that expenditures incurred subsequent to submission of a funding request will be eligible for reimbursement if the application is approved. 
Funding approved under the 2025-26 program must be fully spent by March 31, 2026.
Requirements

Applicants must adhere to the following:

· Applicants must be not-for-profit senior serving organizations; for-profit organizations and organizations that are not focused on serving seniors are not eligible for funding. 
· Organizations must be located in Newfoundland and Labrador and funding must be used for projects in Newfoundland and Labrador.
· Incorporated organizations must be in good standing with the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. For more information or to check your organization’s status, please visit: https://cado.eservices.gov.nl.ca/CADOInternet/Company/CompanyMain.aspx
· Unincorporated organizations must provide a letter of support from an individual such as:
· Mayor or Town Clerk
· Provincial Member of the House of Assembly (MHA)
· Federal Member of Parliament (MP) 
· Place of worship
· Organizations must not have any outstanding reports/forms to be submitted from previous grant programs with the Department of Children, Seniors and Social Development. For successful applicants to receive payments, the organization must be set up for direct deposit and registered as a supplier with the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador. To ensure your organization is registered and its banking information up to date, please complete the online supplier form at: https://www.gov.nl.ca/fin/supplier-form/. This will help to avoid delays in payment should your application be successful.
· Banking information must be in the name of the applicant organization. Personal banking information will not be accepted. 
· Deadline for applications is Monday, June 2, 2025
What Expenses are Eligible?
Eligible expenses may include the following:

· Costs associated with delivering activities that promote/support social inclusion, intergenerational activities, health and well-being (e.g. facility/room rentals, healthy snacks, healthy meals, entertainment, promotional materials, etc.).
· Costs of hired services such as instructor or musician fees (receipts must be provided by the service providers).
· Costs associated with technology purchases or rentals (e.g. technology/services to support accessibility including captioning, American Sign Language Interpretation, etc.).

· Small equipment or materials required for healthy living activities that promote social inclusion (e.g. materials and equipment for crafts, sewing, pickleball, darts, yoga, etc.). 

· Attendance at workshops, conferences or events held within Newfoundland and Labrador, which support people to be socially engaged and active. Examples may include events such as seniors’ wellness fairs; community health fairs/sessions; equity celebrations/ awareness events; transportation to community events; education workshops (e.g., community gardening, food skills workshops, etc.).
What Expenses are Not Eligible?
The following are not eligible expenses:
· Gift Cards and Prizes
· Costs associated with overnight trips.

· Capital expenditures, salaries/honoraria, scholarships, fundraising contributions/donations, uniforms/clothing, office equipment, and alcohol/cannabis products.
· Costs associated with normal annual organizational expenditures such as monthly rent or insurance (e.g. for a clubhouse), telephone or internet.

· Expenses incurred prior to submission of the application.
· Walking trails.
NOTES: 
· Organizations wishing to change planned activities after submission of their application must seek prior approval from the Department of Children, Seniors and Social Development. 

· Any unused funding, or funding used for purposes other than what has been approved, must be returned by cheque or money order made payable to the Newfoundland Exchequer Account. 

Am I required to follow Healthy Food Guidelines? 
If your organization is applying for funding and will be preparing and/or serving food or beverages, you are required to support the following guidelines:
· Canada’s Food Guide

· Eating Well with Canada’s Food Guide – First Nations, Inuit and Métis
· 

 HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.nl.ca/healthyeating/aging/" 

Healthy Eating for Healthy Aging
· 

 HYPERLINK "https://recreationnl.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Community-Healthy-Eating-Guide-FINAL.pdf" 

Community Healthy Eating Guide

How are Applications Assessed?
Applications will be reviewed on their individual merit and assessed to determine if they meet eligibility criteria and align with the goals of the Seniors Social Inclusion Initiative Program. The following may also be taken into consideration:
· Anticipated impact of project/activity on supporting meaningful social/intergenerational interaction.

· Number of people participating in the activity or event.
· Cost of the activity or event.
· Funding history. While all applications will be assessed in the order they are received, priority will be given to applicants who did not receive funding in 2024-25. If all funding has not been allocated after reviewing priority applicants, applications from organizations that received funding in 2024-25 will be considered.
The Minister of Children, Seniors and Social Development has final approval on any requests for funding. 
What are the Reporting Requirements?

All approved funding requires the submission of a final report that explains how your organization used the funds to promote social inclusion. A final report template will be sent to all successful applicants via email. This report can submitted to aging-and-seniors@gov.nl.ca and must be submitted no later than 30 days after the event or activity ends. Receipts must be maintained by the applicant and may be requested for review. 
Additional Information:

If you have questions or would like an alternate format of the application form, guidelines, or any document or form referenced above, please contact 709-729-1382.

Please submit completed application forms to:
Email:  HYPERLINK "mailto:" CSSDGrantPrograms@gov.nl.ca
or
Seniors’ Social Inclusion Initiative

Department of Children, Seniors and Social Development

2nd Floor, West Block, 

Confederation Building

P.O. Box 8700

St. John’s, NL

A1B 4J6
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