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STORAGE AND HANDLING OF FUELS AND OTHER HAZARDOUS, TOXIC, OR 
DANGEROUS MATERIAL 
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820.01 STORAGE TANK REGISTRATION, INSPECTION, AND REMOVAL  

All storage tank systems must be registered under and in compliance with Newfoundland 
Regulation 58/03, The Storage and Handling of Gasoline and Associated Products 
Regulations, 2003 before commencing operation.  Registration does not apply to storage 
tank systems of a capacity less than 2500 litres that are connected to a heating appliance.  
Contractors shall supply verification of storage tank registration to the Owner’s 
representative prior to the commencement of work. 
 
Storage tank systems shall be operated as per Section 18 of Newfoundland Regulation 
58/03 Storage and Handling of Gasoline and Associated Products.  This involves, but is 
not limited to, gauging or dipping, reconciliation of records and the proper maintenance 
of reconciliation records for a period of two years.  Records shall be maintained for 
inspection by the Owner’s representative and/or Government Service Centre Inspectors. 
 
The operator of a storage tank system shall, within 30 days of known abandonment, 
empty the system of all products, remove the tank and associated piping from the ground, 
remove any contaminated soil, clean the area and restore the site to the satisfaction of 
the Owner’s representative and in accordance with the criteria of the Government 
Services Centre. 
 
820.02 SPILL REPORTING & CLEANUP PROCEDURES 

The Contractor, Subcontractors, and their personnel shall take all necessary precautions 
to prevent the spillage, misplacement, or loss of fuels and other hazardous material. 
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The Contractor and Subcontractors shall abide by the following measures in the event of 
the detection of a fuel or hazardous material spill of 70 litres or more: 
 

a) make every effort to stop leakage and contain contaminant flow; 
b) immediately upon detection, report spill location and size to the Canadian 

Coast Guard spill report number 772-2083, Pesticides Control Section 729-
3395 and to the Owner; follow up with a full  written report containing 
information on the cause of the spill, remedial action taken, damage or 
contamination estimate, and any further action to be taken; 

c) remove contaminant from spill site by absorbent, pumping, burning, or 
whatever method is appropriate and acceptable to Owner.  Clean-up the 
affected area in accordance with the requirements of the Government 
Services Centre and then dispose of contaminated debris at an accepted 
waste disposal site.  

d) take all necessary action to ensure the incident does not recur. 
 

The Contractor shall apply the following criteria in reaching decisions on contaminant and 
clean-up procedures: 

 
a) minimize danger to persons; 
b) minimize pollution to watercourses and wetlands; 
c) minimize the size of the area affected by a spill; and 
d) minimize the degree of disturbance to the area and watercourses during  

clean-Contractor and reported promptly to the Owner’s representative. 
 
The Contractor shall dispose of any soil contaminated by small leaks of oil or lubricating 
fluids from equipment in a manner accepted by the Owner’s representative and in 
accordance with the criteria of the Government Services Centre. The Contractor shall 
have on site a suitable quantity of absorbent material such as “Oclansorb” or similar 
product which can be accessed quickly and effectively in the event of any hydrocarbon 
spill.  The contractor shall advise fuel handling staff of its location and application. 
 
820.03 FUEL STORAGE & HANDLING PROCEDURES 

Contractor shall ensure that fuels and hazardous materials are handled only by personnel 
who are trained and qualified in handling these materials in accordance with 
manufacturers' instructions and government regulations.  The Contractor will be required 
to verify personnel qualifications as they pertain to this item and provide written 
confirmation of same to the Owner’s representative.  The Contractor shall supply a copy 
of the product safety data sheet to the Owner’s representative of all hazardous, toxic or 
dangerous materials or substances which will be used during the course of the contract. 
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Refueling operations shall be supervised at all times.  Under no circumstances shall any 
refueling procedure be left unattended by the operator.   
 
Handling and fueling procedures shall be carried out to prevent the contamination of soil 
or water. Smoking shall be prohibited within 10 m of a fuel storage area or during refueling 
operations. Fueling or servicing of mobile equipment shall not be allowed within 100 m of 
a watercourse, water body, or designated wetlands. Oils, greases, gasoline, diesel, 
hydraulic and transmission fluids or other fuels shall be stored at least 100m (horizontal 
distance) from any water course, water body, or designated wetland unless otherwise 
accepted by the Owner’s representative. 
 
Any above ground fuel containers, with the exception of those exempted under 
Newfoundland Regulation 58/03, shall be self dyked units that are in compliance with the 
terms and conditions of the approval of the Government Services Center. Fuel storage 
areas and non-portable transfer lines shall be clearly marked or barricaded to ensure that 
they are not damaged by moving vehicles.  The markers shall be visible under all weather 
conditions. The storage, handling and disposal of used oils shall be in accordance with 
the Used Oil Control Regulations (82-02) under the NL Environmental Protection Act. 
 
820.04 EQUIPMENT SERVICING PROCEDURES 

All heavy equipment maintenance shall be carried out by using suitable fluid collection 
equipment and in a manner which ensures all waste material is collected and suitably 
disposed of.  The Contractor shall ensure that all equipment is mechanically sound to 
avoid leaks of grease, oil, diesel, gasoline, and hydraulic and transmission fluids.  The 
Contractor shall ensure that no servicing or washing of heavy equipment occurs adjacent 
to watercourses and designated wetlands. Fueling, servicing or washing of equipment 
shall not be allowed within 100 m of a watercourse except within a refueling site accepted 
by the Owner’s representative where conditions allow for containment of accidentally 
spilled fuels. The Contractor shall remove from the work area and properly dispose of all 
waste oil, filters, containers or other such debris at an accepted waste disposal site. 
 
820.05 USE OF HAZARDOUS TOXIC OR DANGEROUS MATERIAL  

Toxic construction material e.g., creosote treated timber, shall be stored at least 100 m 
away from all areas where drainage is directed into any  watercourse or wetlands. 
 
Toxic or dangerous substances such as form release agents, fuels,  concrete additives 
(including superplasticisers), and other such substances,  shall be transported, stored, 
and handled with all necessary precautions so as to prevent any spillage from occurring. 
Drip pans shall be used at locations where such liquids are being drawn off in order to 
contain any minor spills, and as a safety measure for containment of a significant spillage. 
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820.06 REMOVAL OF STRUCTURAL STEEL PROTECTIVE COATINGS 

Solid waste produced by the removal of steel protective coatings is not permitted to be 
released into any watercourse or water body or into any ditch or area that leads directly 
to a watercourse or water body.  The specifications in 825.03 are intended to provide 
guidance to individuals involved in the removal of structural steel protective coatings with 
respect to the minimum acceptable control measures and the appropriate disposal 
procedures for the generated solid waste. 
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